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d b- Concerning the former Edition. 
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only commended, but encouraged your cha- 
rity to your Covnrry men of the Romani 
Communion; it being an excellent Plety 
| ro endeavour to reduce them into the right ways 
4 who are ſo confident in the wrong. The zeal of 
moſt men expreſſcth ft ſelf by fury and clamour 
againft Diſſenters, whilſt you ſhew your eſteem 
for the rational Principles of the | Church of 
1 England by your diligence to propagate them, 
and your defires to reconcile its miſ-informed 
Adverſaries to them.lt is one of the preat pro« 
p<rcies of Goodneſs ro be communſcartve, and a 
| copy of St. Pau!'s moſt obliging charity, Ats 
26. 29. to wiſh that all whom you converſe with, 
were as happy in the choice of their Faith, as 
you know your (elfto be : wherefore that F may © 
as well quicken your generous defign, as fovite © 
ſome others to Imirare ſo good an example, E.-/ 
will propound theſe few confiderarions. - oh + 


%x 
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- I Cannot anſwer your Inquiry till 1 have not 
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. ALttter to his Friend, 

The relation in which the Engliſh Romanl 
fland to us ſhould excire our care; for they ar 
all Natives ofthe ſame Country, Subj<Rs of x 
ſame Government , and are called by th 
ſame general name of Chri/tians : many of the 
our kind Neighbours, familiar Acquaſntance, c 
near Kindred, and ſome of them ( where th 
Prejudice doth not blind them) perſons of gre 
reaſon, and of ſo good inclinations, that they a 
not made vickous by the evil liberties whic 
thelr Principles do allow: and ſhall we for was 
of aff<&ion or courage ſuffer them to be kept i 
Ignorance, and impoſcd on at preſent, and to 
led blindfold In ſuch a way as will extreme 
hazard the Salvation of their precious $0 
hereafrer? Tfall therelations they bear to us 
poſleſs us with any real affeHtion for them, 
cannot but do our utmoſt ro undecelye the 
The frauds Indeed of the Guides of that Chur 
are daily more and more laid open,but for wat 
of (uch a charity as yours is, they who are chief 
concerned , ſe!/dom come to the knowledge 
them: I am ſure thoſe excellent Pens whic 
diſcovered them, did nor deſign we ſhould mal 
their deluſions rhe (ubjeAt of our mirth, bur & 
means to convert the Sculs of thoſe that at 
linked to us in fo many bonds, that It is a ſha 
we ſhould ſuffer them to be fo deceived. 
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2. But we uſually excuſe our remiſneſs,unde 
the pretence that it is impoſſible ' to conve 
them ; had our Anceſtors fo eſteemed Ir, t 
World had wanted the blefſipg of the Refo 
mation : I grant *cis difficult, becauſe of th 
rooted prejudice, and the policy of th 
Leade 


af © wm nm —=©«=, A, 


A Litter to bis Friend. 

nifiJLeaders, yet not impoſſible becauſe miny have 
7 ar @Qundertaken Ir, and prevailed. So that as Seneca 
f thEaith in another caſe, it #s not becauſe of the diffi- 
thdculty. that we do not attempt it, but becauſe we do 
herd not attempt it, therefore it ſeems 4ifi:ult, Ep. 104. 
>, of The Philoſopher tells us, where there 3s no die 
held ficulty, there 75 10 opportunity to txtreiſe either art 
"reGor vertue : and if we-were once willing to take 
y ach ſome pains for ſo noble an end, it would much 
hid# allay the trouble thereof, ro conſider the advan- 
wag! tages which it may bring not only to the party 
pt ig which Is the object of our charity, burto rhe 
o by Church, yea and to our own Souls alſo: for He 
nelf that converteth « finntr from the errour of his way, 
foul (ball ſave a Soul from death, and ſhall hide « 
1s'd} multitude of md wy 5. 20, 4nd thiy who turn 
, Wi many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the Stars for 
nent ever 4xd tver, Dan. 12.3. Nay moreover if ſuch 
urd Plous endeavours ſhould want ſucceſs on Karth, 

va they ſhall nor fall of a reward in Heaven. 
lef . And finally, If we conſider the unwearied 
ze 4 Induſtry of our Adverſaries in ſeducing, me- 
hich thinks ic ſhould a waken our diligence, in ſtrerg- 
nal4 thening the weak, and reducing ſuch as are our 

thy of the way. It had bzen very firange if the A 
r ac} ſiles ſhould have been unwilling | to travel for 
an} the propagation of che right Faith, and the 
winning Souls ro Heaven ; when the Phariſees 
! compaſſcd Sea and Land to reconcile a Pro» 
dg ſelyte to their particular Set; and yer alas fr 
vel Is too often ſeen, that the children of this world 
thi are wiſry in their generation than the children of 
light, Luke 16. 18, The Hermit Pambo accidents 
=_ beholding a theatrick woman dance ex+ 
quiſicely before a looſe Aſſembly at Maas - 
A3 


| A' Lettiy th bis Friend. 
fs ſaid to have wepr abundantly, ro-confider ho 
much more pains ſhe rook to ſerve evil ends 


than he himſelf did to ſerve God. Had we asþ 


much tenderneſs as that holy man, doubtleſs 
we have as great occaſion for our ſhame and ſor- 
row, when we ſee others more active to advance 
the Myſtery of Iniquity,than we are to promote 
the glory of God, and the ſalyation of our bres! 
threns immortal Souls, 


Theſe Conſiderations, worthy Sir, I knowJ*©! 


have excited your charitable reſolutions, and [ 
hope will prevail with many others. ro endeave 
our the reformation of their deceived Friends : 
Wherefore that I may anſwer your defires, and 
contribute my r alſiftance to ſo {plous and 
generons a deſign, I have ſent you the following 
Papers, wherein rhe Delufſions of thar Party are 
difcoyered as plainly, yet as modeſtly as may be, 
that they may ſee in a little room how much Ir] 
Is their Intereſt and advantage ro embrace the! 
true Catholick Religion of the Engliſh Church.| 
I-know all theſe particulars haye been more ful+' 
iy handled by better Pens, but moſt of theſe 
Writings haye been by way of diſpute, and n+ 
tended rather to convince than perſuade. $9 
that they may be very proper to glve fuller (a+ 
thsfattion in any particulars doubted of, when 
their great Prejudices are firſt a Iittle removed : 
befides thereare many through unavoidable buft- | 


M 
| 
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neſs, company, or other divertiſements, who } 
either have no leiſure or no inclination to read a | 
larger Volume, being of Callimachus*s mind,that | 
—_ , A great book is 4 great til 
a Miye FieAloy . Lto yet may be prevailed 


pEye nao, apud f, 
Athenenum, with to ſparc one-hour - 6 


On RE Mm ww 7 _ XxX FT ST 


ds; 


e(s 


1 
ICC 
Ire 
[© 


IW. 
il 


ir 


A Liter te bis Friend. Y 
mall an abſtra& as this. The Jewiſh Talmud 

[1s us of a noble Heathen, who came to Rabbi 
Ailtel, and offered to become a Profſelyre, if he 
could reach him the whole Law at one leflon, 
TrafF. Sab. fol. 31, and if you meet with any of 
his mind, they may perhaps be gratified with 
this little Abridgment, wherein the miſtakes of 
the Roman Perſwaſion are put into as narrow & 


lcompaſs as they can well be reduced tg 3 ſo that 
c 


even thoſe whoare yet reſolved to be of that 
Church may perhaps not be unwilling to peruſe 


JF ir, that chey may ar one view ſee, what their 
4 Religion Is charged with. And if it do not galn 


ſuch perſons, yet It will reach them to cenſure 
mildly,and to diſſent from us with more modera- 
thon : and as the volume is (mall, and ſo may in« 
vice thoſe to irs peruſal who are delighted with 
brevity, ſothe fiyle is as mild as che matter 
would allow, and can give no juſt offence ro ady : 


ne | the particulars arc ſo plain, and ſo fully proved 


h. | 
160 
ſe 
f- 
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more at large by others, that the Author reſolves 
not to diſpute, bur io pure charity ro adviſe the 
Romaniſis not to reſiſt apparent truth and rea- 
ſon, having no worſe Intentions towards them 
than to ſer them into the beſt way to Heaven 5 
and if any be angry at him or you for this, they 
are the greateſt enemles to themſelves, and more 
concerned for their preſent Oplolons, than for 
their everlaſting Salvation z bur It is to be hop- 
ed the fincerity of your intention to do good 
may oblige ſame kindly to accept this Manual, at 
leaft as a teſtimony of your love; to whom if you 
have the lib:rry of Diſcourſe, you ſhall do well 
to clear thoſe exceptions which Prejudice may 
ſuzgeſt, and ar lcaſt ro obtain from them a reſo» 
A4 lurlop, 


A Litter to bis Friend. 
lutſon, impartlally ro enquire fnto the truth of 
that. which they (o confidently do belleve : and 
ſure, ir is infinite pity that perſons of excellent ! 
reaſon ſhould be ſo much enflaved , as not to | 
dare roask the right way to bliſs of any, bur thoſe 
who have an abſolute. dominion over them, nor |; 
once to go about to judge for themlelyes in a caſe i 
of ſo great Concernment, : 
I would beloth ro think fo hardly of thelr * 
Superlours, as to ſuppoſe they interdited their | - 
Adherents from all converfe with us; for this ? 
were the exact parallel ofthe Muſcovian policy, 
where it is death for, any to travel out of their 
own Kingdom: without eſpecial licence, for fear 
they ſhould never endure their former bondage, 
when once they have ſcen the freedom of other JS 
Nations $ -and if once you can prevall ſo far,that 
they will Impartlally compare their own Opinl- $1 
ons with ours, Ir is probable they may become + 
our friends. I ſhall -add no.more but to wiſh : 


this Token may be as kindly accepred asit will þt 
be charitably offered by you, and to aſſure you, I; 
you ſhall never want hls prayers for your ſucceſs, [3 
who bs, Ny 


Sits hi 


Yours t0 ferve y0he. 
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. TO HIS 


J 
«Eſteemed Friend 
4 8 M R, FTCER 
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Cf WW. 
Concerning this preſent Edition. 


S 1 R- 


O#R atcount of the [predy diſptrſng 
of this little Traft, encoureguth me 
to bope, it hath not only been acceptable 
0 the world, but alſo bltſſed be God to the reduc» 
ing ſome from Roman Opinions, and the eſtabli(h- 
ing others in the Proteſtant Faith ; And that it 
may more effetually ſerve to theſe difrr able Ends, 
I bave been content to obey your Requeſt, 3n review- 
ing 3t zn order to another Impreſſion, Which (you 
cell me) is now deſired. 1n which Review, 1 
have reftified the Method of the whole, and illu- 
ſtrated and ſirengthened twery | part, with the 


| Addition of (0 many of tbe moſt conviecing In- 
|ſtancts and Authorities as could be put in with» 
' Out too much ſwelling the Bulk. I confeſs Þ did ſup» 


pf: the things to be ſo rvicent, and ſo plainly 
'I proved in larger diſcourſts.that I was not urions 


before, always to bring Proofs of my A4ſſertions: * 
| Bu: now Jour Letter acquaints me both that joe 


Romans | 


Another Letter to a Friend, 
Romeniſts ( who reſolve boldly to deny, what thij 
cannot otherwiſe evade Ybave queitioned the truth: 
of ſome parts of this charge ; And alſo that thoſe. 
Proteſtants whoſe charity bath znwired them to ſrib! 
their Friends converſion, bave defertd 1 ſhould add” 
wy Authors to confirm theſe Allegations : Therefore: - 
for the full ſatisſaftion of both Parties I have pros} 
ved 'all the payticulars by the Teſtimony of ſuchy 
Authors whoſt Evidence is unqueftionable, chuſang. 
aſually the plain confeſſion of Popes and Cardinals, , 
or other approved writers of the Roman Church, 
that ſo thoſe of that Party may believe theſe Matter 
from the mouth of thoſe whom they eſteem theiy be 
Friends, which thty would ſuſpeft, if wt relate 
upon our own Credit, whom they unjuſtly arcoun 
their Entmies; And though thtir preſent Romi, 
Prieſts (hoyld deny thoſe things, which tne mo 
Eminent writers of their own Church have for 
erly acknowledged, they are not to be doubted 
upon . that eccount, ſince the confeſſion of thei 
former writers again(t their own parry is bett 
Evidence, then the denial of the later can be for 5 
for No man will lie ( ſaith Tertullian ) to hi 
own difzrace, but rather for his credit ; An 
ir is more fir to believe ſuch as confeſſe again 
themſelyes, than ſuch as deny for themſelves 
$o that none can juſtly doubt 
aTertul. 4þ9/. . theſe truths thus atteſted: A 
Cap. 3+ be'that once believes them, a 
| yet retains the Religion of RO 
mui be of a humor differing from the veſt of mans 
, ry cannot chuſe « known deluſion, not: 
elight-in ftting under apparent-abuſts.- I # 
expe the admirers of that once ſamousChuvch wil 
enz214451 theſe juſt and neceſſary Accuſations there 
WH 
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| Another Letter to a Friend. t 
with ſome little beats of Paſſion ; but I hope i» 
will calm thoſe bafly motions when they deliver, 

| ately conſider, that ſince Iſay no more than Truth 

} 1 do no injury to Rome, and th! Charity which 

* I bave for them obliges me toſay ſo much, An 
; why (ſaith the Philoſopher ) art thou diſpleaſed 


| ar me who have done no more than a Look- 


-,* ing-glaſs doth ro the deformed, having only 


* ſhewed three to thy ſelf as thou art? Shall the 
Phyſician be ſaid ro reproach 

| him whoſe diſeaſe he diſcovers |þ Arrian. i» E. 
ro him b? They will remembers | pi&- l. 2: £.14- 
hope that I bave undertoben 

the office of « Friendly Counſelor, whoſe duty 
(accoraing to the Greclan Sage) is, Not to ad- 
viſe that which is moſt pleaſ- 

ſing, buc thar which is moſt &< Diog, Laert” 
profitable c And if in com- in Vit. Salon. 
plaance with this Rule 1ſhall 

ſomewhat diſpleaſe them to their advantage, I (ial 
not only obtain a Pardon,” but merit their Thanks 
alſoin the end: Hyweverl azh no more, than 
that laying «fide their prejudices, they will put on 
ſo much affetion to thezr own veal intereſt as to 
weigh the Reaſons and arguments upan which my 
Advice is grounded, and if thry be congincing and 
perſuaſive, 1 deſire them not to refit their own 
freedom, nov deſpiſe bim that - ſpucerly ſtehs their * 
good ; but if they abſolutely reſolve the moſt rati- 
onal and juſt Motives ſhall not prrſuad them to al- 
ter their oldOpinions,l ſhall vity and pray for them, 
but can uſe no other Methods in this caſe; [for it is 
Counſel e&-not Command whichl give, fence men 
1 ſhould be reaſontd and not ſorced into a right Faith, 
and would God the Koman Church bad never * 
"Zr 2 | obtr wales 


Another Letter to a Friend,' _ 
obtruded ber Opinions upon the world by any other 
means, but theſe gentle and rational perſuaſuons, | 
ber Neighbours then would not have had ſo juſt 
cauſe to complain of ber. And now Slr, ſince L write, 
and you and other ztalous Proteſtants att by theſe 
fair Methods, if our endeavonrs for our Countrymens 
Convtyſion be not maliciouſly ; miſconfirutted, they 
cannot be cenſured to tend to the harm of any, but 
x uft be confefied to aim at the preſent and future 

happint(s of all that we ſhall addreſs our ſelves to | 
in this Matter: And 1 ſhall rejoyce if my pains | 
herein may attain theſe bleſsed ends, and let you 
particularly underſiand bow gladly I would the 
coxrage your love to the Church of England, and 
comply with all your Pious deſires, ſince 1am, 


Your | affeRtionate 
| and ; 
faithfull friend, -. 


Friendy 


Friendly and Seaſonable 


ADVICE 
| TO THE 
ws Roman Catholicks 
Is . OF E 
ENGLAND, 
| The Introdattlon. 


My Friends and Conntry-men, 


T is obſerved by others , and complatned 
of by your ſelves, That you lie under many 
Inconventences, by reaſon of your filff 
adherence to-thoſe Opinions which Rome 
calls -Re/zgion : rhe charges you are atto 

mainrcaſn a-foreign Juriſdi{&lon, and your wanr 

of the Communion of - thoſe Chriftlans among 
whom you live, the uneafie Rites impoſed on you 
here, 2nd the great hazard | of your! Salvation 

| hereafter, are reckoned by others to be evils ap« 

pendant-to your profeſfing the + Faith of thar 

Church. Bur if you your ſelyes do pot feel or 

not fear theſe things, and ſo account them no 

LS : gricyance, . 


«  Aaqvzce t6 the Roman 
grievance, yer youareſenfible of other preſſures, 
and frequently complain, that your eſtates are ob» ; 
noxz0us-to the penalties of the Law, and your Ptr« | 
ſons expoſed to the general batred of the People. 
You tell us, you want many Priviltdges of other 
Subjefts, and lie under many burthens from which 
others are free; You -pregeive, that.your ations [ 
&re obſerved, your dthgns ſuſpefitd, and your Party 
accuſed to bethe cauſe of all Publich tvils. How | 
far ſome of your own Perſwafion have contribut- | 
* ed hereunto, I ſhell not take upon me to judge 3 
eſteering It a more charitable employment to 
offer ſome expedient to free you from thoſe ſad 
effe&ts, which you complain of, then either to 
enquire after the cauſe of the Nations general 
Anripathy ro your Religion, or diſpure abourthe 
Occaſion” thereof 2: wherefore, whilſt ſome ac- 
cuſe your prafiices, and others deride your wor- 
" (ip, I haveſo much affetlon for your Perſons 
( as myCountry-men ) and ſo much charity for 
your Souls ( fitce you bear the name of Chyj- 
lian) as to preſent you whkh fome uſeful Advice. 
"Tis true, the common-apprehenfiou concern- 
Ing you might - almoſt diſcourage ſuch an Ar- 
tempt; ſr-being generally believed, that a Roman 
Catholick's prejudice Is like thelrs in $. 44g»ſtine, 
who ( bring deſcended of misbelieving Anceſtors ) 
preferred their Extraftion before the Truth : and 
like the reſolution of Cotte in Cicero, who ſays, 
That no diſcourſt of either learned or unltarned men, 
ſhould ever remove bim from the Opinion received 
from bis Pore-ſathers,- concerning the worſhip of the 
Immortal. gods a. Bur 1 
a Cicer. de netyr. know many of youare ma- 
Dzor. lib. 2-' ters of more reaſon than to | 
ground + 


ov TR—_—_ T= ww wu cus — 6 Nuys 'Y 


_ ww. 
a 


ground your Faith upon ſo uncerraln a Foun Ja. 
tion : It is not the part of wiſe min ( (aich a learn» 


find out the Truth b. And ir is 


Catholicks of England; 


ed Father ) to br enſlaved to 4 received Opinion, 
nor raſhly to give up themſelves -to their Fatbers 


cuſtoms 5 but to endeavour to 1 be 
b Theodoret 4# 


the advice of the great A- Curand. Gree. afs 
poſtle, to prove all things, feft, Serm. 1. 

and hold faſt that which 3s | 
good 1 Theſſ. g. 21. becauſe it is a eel without 
þniwltd;t, and foolifh obſtinacy robe confident 
of that which we never did examine. I can 
eaſily believe your Spiritual Guides will eiteem 
no fin more mortal, than to inquire into thoſe 
Principles which you receive trom them, and 
they wHl ſcarce allow you the liberty to peruſe 
a few lines preſented by ſo charitable a hand 2 
Bur their Prohibirlons ( me-thinks) ſhould make 
you more (uſpletous and Inquificlve, and cauſe 
you to reſolve to try that Coyn which ſhuns. the 
Touch-ftone, knowing that Truthſeebs no Corners, 
and that which is Real fears 10 Teſt. The Church 
of England purs no ſuch Reſtraints upon her ad- 
herents, nor is ſhe unwilling to have her Do» 
&rines tried by Scriprare and'the beft Antiqul- 
ty; becauſe - ſhe finds thoſe are her beſt Sons 
that have inquired moſt narrowly. Evil needs « 

mack end 4 diſguiſe ( fald the brave Ageſileus ) 

but Light makes true goodneſs to be more iiluſtrions 

and more lovely, And a greater than he faith, z. 
very one thet doth evil bateth thelight, neither 

cometh to the light, tft bis deeds ſhould bereproye 

ed, but be that doth truth comah to the light. ©, 

John 3. 20, 21+: If therefore you have butſo . 
much conſideration as to ſuſpeR, and ſo much 


COUrage - 


a) Advice to the Roman 
courage 45 to examine, I ſhould not be withour 
hope, that my Advice might take place, fince ( as 
Plato notes) Every ſoul is unwillingly deprived 
of Truth, which men cannot reſiſt when once it ap« 
» pears wnto them ; I ſhall ask no more of you than 
to ſearch impartially, whether the Do&rines 
wherein you differ from the Church of England, 
deſerve ſo firm ah aſlcnt as you give them; and 
he-thar:dares not do this, 1s not a Diſciple, but 
- a Slaye- It may be thoſe Counſcilors may pleaſe 
the heady Bigots of your Perſwaſion bertter,who 

adviſe them to. eaſe their mind by reproaching 
' the Laws andthe Government, or to attempt 
the ſhaking off their Grievances by more deſ- 
perate courſes't! But 1 do not believe the wiſer 
and more ſober Komenifts can approve ſuch curſ- 
ed motions, 'there are many of them too noble 
to admir ſuch thoughts. It ls the Sroichs char 
aRer in Galen, That they would rather betray their 
Country than -renounce their Maxims : But I take 
thoſe of your Party tobe generally of a betrer 
temper, and therefore 1 hope you will account ir 
to-be far moreFriendly and Seaſonable 44vice, 
xo try thele your* Principles ſtrialy, before you 
expoſe =_ Country or Your Selves to ſuffer all 
the il! ſequences of your rigid maintaining 
of them 3. and if-you once rightly underſtand 
them, I hope! you will diſcern they do not de- 
ſerve ro be retained-art fo dear a rate: fo that it 
Is poſſible you may reſolve ro quit your miſtaken 
Opinions and your real Suffcrings rogether, How- 


ever, though' your Enquiry ſhall nor have this 
effe&; yer this Triat of your Principles ought © 


not to'be wholly declined; for I would adviſe 


you-rgicxaniine the Roman Dodrines, if It were 
—AR> > but - 
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of 

but only to declare, rhat your . 
' blind and accidental choice, and toy dicate 
| your ſelycs from the charge of the Old Stmarie 


> 


| Religion, which is taught Cec3lian. Ep, 6 


| tans, who worſhipped they knew not whats 4 
SECTION. I. a 


whether the Roman Opinions, which aig ſro 
the Church of England, be the Old Religiont _ 


Doubt not, but theſe who have been educared 2 

In the Romiſh Religion, as well as thoſe who. 
have inconfiderately turned to it, do pleaſe 
themſelyes in fancying they are of the 014 Res 
ligion 5 and hence they aſſume and appropriate 
to themſelyes the Name of Catholichs, "02as 
this preſumption, that they do- ly, and Inj 
all things, agree with the Anclent and Univerſal 
Church : Bur (my F m— if you have the 
patience to enquire, you will find there is no 
good ground for this perſwafiof3-It being eyl- 
dent the Romen is not the Old Religion, In any_ 
other Articles, but only In thoſe which arc found 
In the dpolites Cretd, or founded apon the plain 
words of Holy Scripture 3; for thaths the O/d Rev 
lsgion which God revealed at firft, and which 
Chciſt and hls Apoſtles raught.*Thet '3s Furſt 
which was tht firt ( ſaith Tertalliam?) and thet 
was firſt, which was from the 
brginning c. $9 S. Cyprianzes © Tertullian. 34 
we ought not to regardſo Martions lib. 4. 
much,what ſome others before TA 
us have thought fit, «s what Chris vimſelf, whi 
was before all, hath done | 
d, Now, if that be the O!/4 | d Cyprian, ad 


- 


£. 456 avice to the Roman 
"m.the Holy Scripture and the Creed, herefo the 
KV... of Rome cannor pretend to be Older * 
} _ than'the Religion of this Church, becauſe we | 
hold all theſe Articles as well as they; yea, if the | 
- ets mp flared,” the Church of Englands | 
Faith is the 01d Religion, and not that of Rome ; 
for the profeſſerh, To believe nothing as an Article | 
| 


of Faith ; but what is read in Holy Scripture, or 
may bt proved thereby : Artic. vi. But the Roman 
Ehurch declares, They receive Traditions with the | 
ſame ventration that they do the Scriptures. Concil. 
Trident. Seſſ, 4, Sothat we hold all the Prin» 
ciples of the O14 Religion , and no other 2 but F 
they ( under the pretence of Traditions ) have 
Invented and added many polnts to the Old Re- 
{igion;which are not mentioned in the Bible,and 
Decreed other Articles contrary to the Old Re- 
ligion recorded in Scripture, and all theſe are a 
New Religion ; and yet theſe are the DoRrines 
In which we diff-r. In all the Principles which 
are-truly the Old Religion we and they general- 
'Iydo agree ; but if you take the Religion of rhe 
Roman Church for the Do&rines in which they 
differ from us; it may be juſtly ſafd, they are vf- 
the New Religion, and we of the 01d, fince our | > 
Religion-was recorded In Scripture fixteen hun» 
dred years ago ( as our Advtrſaries ſcem to cons 
fels, when they call us So#ptuaris, Scripture- 
men: Pyateol. ) whereas all that which |s pros. 
perly their Religlon. is of much later Date. And 
that I may not be thought to invent this Charge, 

- Or to ' accuſe the Remen Church wrongfully, If. 
will inftance in the moſt principal of the Do- 
Arines wherein we differ, and bring in your 
own DoRors as Witneſſes of this Truth. 
* 1. That 
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Salmeron,Lindan,and Bannes 
e. Etherianus (aith as much 
of Prayers for the Dead f. 
Inaxlgences are not to be 
found in Scripture, nor In 
the Antient DoQors, ſay 
Durandus, Major, Cajttan, 
and Antoninus & Tranſub- 
Gantiation it ſelf cannot be 
proved by Scripture, if you 
will take three Cardinals 
words for it þ, And if our 
defigned breviry would 
allow It, the like might be 
proved of all the reſt, 

But we muſt proceed to 
ſhew, there are ſome New 
things In the Romziſh Religh- 
on,dirc@ly contrary to the 
Scripture. The taking the 
Cap from the Laity is con- 


Catholicks of England; _ 
TY. That Prayers to the Saints are not im 
: oned by Chriſt nor his Apoſiles, is confeſſed 


e $almeron-#u: 
1 Tim. cap. 2. Lins 


dav. Panop.l.2.c.g,” * 


Bannes 2.24.44+-I+ 
Att. 10s COnClul. 2+ 
f Hugo Etherlan. 
de vegreſſu animes 
g Durand. 4. 
Sent. dift. 20. 14-3» 
Major. 4+ 4.2:44-2+ 
Cajetan. Opuſc. 15. 
£ap.1.Anton.n.pare 
1, ſa.tit.10.c4p.3d 
h Fiſher de Cape 
tiv. Babyl- @, 103 
De Alllaco in 4e 
Sent. que 6. 4't. Is 
Cajeran. 4p. Sua- 
reZz T0.3.4iſp.46s 


KF. tary to our Saviours Inftirutlon, as that 


very 
"Council of Conffance confefſeth which firſt en« 
joyned it; for they ſay, the Sacrament ſh:ll be 
given in one kind only to the people, Non ob- 
ſtante, &:. notwithſtanding out Lord 13d appoint 
it in both; Concil. Conſtant Se]. 13. And your 
own Authentick vulgar Trarſlarion ( as if this 
Innova. 100 had been foreſeen ) where the Greek 
orlv» hath, #2 ave all partab»rs of ane bread, adds 
[ & de uno Calice | and of ont Cup: 1 Cor, 10, 
179. The Veneration which yiu give ro Images, 
ſ(cems to all lmpartial eyes direRtly contrary ”» 
Y 


$ Advict to the Rowan 
the Second Commandment; and4 though your 


Prieſts will not dire&ly confeſs ir, yer their ge. 
neral leaving out the Second Commandment in 


your Catechiſms, and cutting the Tenth In Two, 
to keep up the number, and conceal the omifſi- 
on fromthe vulgar, is a fair Evidence, they 
themſelves ſuſpetted that this Commandment 
made againft them, and feared others wonld 
apprehend itſo. To theſe yon may add, Pray- 
ing in an unknown Tongue, which S. Paul con- 
demns in one whole Chapter, 1 Corinth. xiv, as 
fome of your own Commentators on the place 


confeſs: As alſo the making Saints and Angels | 


your Mediators to God, when the ſame Apoſtle 
poſitively ſalth, There is but one Mediator, viz. 
Cbrift Feſus: n Tims. 2. s. All theſe therefore 
cannot rightly be accounted any part of the 014 
Religion, properly ſo called : Bur If we ſhall de- 
ſcend lower, theſe, and many other Points of 
your Religion are ſo far from being the 01d Re» 
(igion, that the Writers of the Roman Church do 
acknowledge, they were not known to the Pri- 
mitive Fathers ; yea, they record the very time 
when moſt of them were impoſed. The Do@rine 
of Purgatory was firſt built upon the Credit of 
. thoſe fabulous Dialogues attribured ro Gregory 
the Firſt ; or if they were hls ( which many 
doubt ) this was fix hundred years after Chrift, 
and fr-was not generally belfeyzd In the Church 
five hundred years after,” as we learn from an 
Old Hiſtorian, Otto Friſing. Chron. An. 1146» 
And as for the Praytrs made to deliver Souls 
from thence {( that gainful Article of your 
Church ) we are told by your own Authors,that 
the firſt who cauſed them to be appointed by 
your 


— 
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your Church, was 04:10 Ab- 


| bor of Clugny, £7. loco *., 
The worſhipping of God den Polychron bs. * 
C. 15. Petrus Da- 
by the Ancient Fathers,ſfay mian. /73t. Odilan. 


by Images, was not allewed 


your own Authors, Ct- 


angis , Polyd. Virgil, and Pereſius Aiaie 


#. And all men know, this 
kind of uſe of Images can be 
derived no higher ( as to 
its being Decreed ) than 
thar deſpicable Council þ, 
in the Ezghth Century 3 bur 
both the DoRrine and the 
Council alſo was rejected 
for many years after by the 
French, Engliſh, & German 
Churches [. Indulgencts are 
not Anclent , as Biſhop 
Fiſhtr confeſſes mm: Norris 
there any good proof in 
your own Authors for them 
before the t'me of Pope 
Altxandty 3. An. 1160, or 


the Council of Cl:rmont howeyer, An. 1096, 


xn. And the firlt who made 
Money of them was Bonif. 


oth. 4n. 1390. as Platzne 


and Polydore Virgil tell us 
o.And the ficit 7ubilee (rhe 
great Market for them ) 
was not an hundred years 
before. p, The forcing all 
Prieſts to vow Single Life, 
and renounce their Wiycs, 


Catholicks of England, 


* Ranul, HY 


{ Clemangis 


nov. Celeby. I.Po« 


lydor, Virgll. 


Invent. rer. |. 
Aiala de Tradit. ps 


2. Co dt Imap. 


k Concil, ſecure 
dum Niczn». At 


787. 


| Heveden At 
nal, Pay, 1.Þ.405» 
Matth, Weſtmon. 


Anno. 7 93- 


m Filth. in 13, 


Aiſtic. Luther. 


n Scloppſus dz 
Indulg. cad. 12. 

0 Piatin, in Y7ts 
Palyd, Virgil, 
Invent. l. 8. cap. 8. 

p Temp. Bots 
fac. 8. An. 1300s 
Polyd. Virg. ut ſu- 


pra, l. 8. 6 Is 


-. 


at 


ae 
6. 


at 


WIS 


«© Adviti th thi Roman 


q At. 107 4» 
Matth. Weſtmon. 
cod. An. Vincent. 
Spec. biſt. l. 24. G 
45. Antonin, 1b, 
IG, Cap. 1. $.21- 

r Sigebert.Chron. 
«4 i, 1074s; 


was firft obtruded upon 
the Chxrch by Pope Hilde- | 
brand q. Without any Prect- | 
dent ( faith an Ofd HlRorl- | 
an ) and ( & many thought) * 
of an indiſcreet Zeal, cone © 
trary to the Holy Fathers | 
Opinion r. And yet he was | 
nor obeyed here in England | 
in this for aboye a hundred | 


years afrer; for our Ancient Records ſay, A! 
theſe Decrets avazled nothing, for the Prieſts ty the | 


ſ Hiſtor. Petro. 
burg. Anno. 1127. 
ap. Spelm, T. 2. 
OD 36. : 

r Conczl, Later, 
Can-21, Als 1215» 


famous Maſter of the Sentences , and by Gratian 
our great compiler of the Decreecs, that it was 
n our cholce, whether we would confeſs to God 


a Perer Lomb. 
l.4. ſentent diſt. 71. 
Graclan. de P@n:t. 
diſt. 1. 6. 8g. Circ. 
An. 1150. 

X ay Aqu. #1 

» Sent. diſt. 17» 
8 \ _ ae 
Valent. de Tranſub. 
lib. 2. cap. T. 

codin. Cuſlan. 
Eztr6it. bs 6+ 


' That the Elements ceaſe not 


Kings conſent ſtill had their 
wives, as formerly ſ. At- 
ricular Conſeſſson to a Pritſi 
was never impoſed as ne- 
ceſſary until the Leteran 
Council t. Ir being little a« 
bore fifty years before,that 
we are informed by the 


only, or to. the Prieft alſo 
#. and 7. Aquinas confeſ- 
ſeth this was che Opinſon 
chen x. Tranſubſtantiation 
( the diſcriminating Do- 
arine of your preſent 
Church ) wasnor held by 
the Fathers, as your own 
DoGtors acknowledge y.and 
one of the Iufallibie Heads 
of your Church affirms, 


to 


to by of the ſubſtance and 14- 
ture of Bread and Wine % 
The Schoolmen 'confels 
Tranſubſtantiation is not 
Ancient «, And two of the 
moſt famous of them plaln- 
ly deny it b, The Aanini- 
ſtring the Sacrament In One 
kind, is no older than the 
Council of Conſtance ( as 
was noted before c. the 
praitice of the whole 
Church and of Rome It (elf 
being otherwiſe till then 4. 
Finally, many things were 
never decreed and impol- 
ed as neceſſary ro be be- 
Heved rill the late Council 


Catholicks of England; 


- 
x 


z Gelafius Pap. 
de duabus Naturis 
contra Euryeh, 

a Ap. Suarez; 
Tom. I. it Enchs 
aiſp. 7» 

b Scotus in 4: 
Sent. cap. II. qu. 3. 
Durand. in 4. Sent. 
aiſt.10.qu. 1. :13« 

C Atl 1415, 


d T. Aquin, in 
Johan. 6. 

Alphooſ.4 Caſtro 

ady. bereſ. lib. 6; 


of Trent; ſuch as the equalling Apocryphel books 
and Traditions to the undoubted Canon of Scrt- 
prure 7uſtification by the merit of Good works, 
&c. Which Council of Trext was never fully 


owned by the Cathollcks of 


France e. Nor was Ir ever 
received as a lawful Coun- 
cll by this Engliſh Nation. 

It would be too redious 


e Bochell. de 
Decv.licc!ſ. Gallic. 
l, $. tit. 20. 


to run over all the reft of thoſe Polnts wherein 
the Roman differs from the Engliſh Church, or 
elſe it might be ſhewed, that the Appeals to 
Rome, and the Pope's univerſal claim. Yeneration 
of Reliques, Invocation of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
Pilgrimages, &c. were wholly unknown to the 
three firſt Centuries, as the Ingenuous Romaniſts 
will confeſs, and our Writers have largely pro- 


ved 


- _- 
mw 
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ved. by all which it appears, that the 0!d Redfy, 
ligion of Rome for the firft three hundred year 
had no formal Invocation of Saints nor Angels ; 
no Purgatory,nor Prayers to be delivered thence 


no Images, no Tranſubſtantiation , no balf Comet 


munion, no 7ubilees, no Indylgences,no conltrair 
ed Calibate, no Prayers in an unknown Tongxe,nd 
cuſtomary Auriculay Confeſſion, no Apocryphe it 
her Canon of Scripture, nor the reſt; Now if 
you ſtrip your Church of theſe Do&rines, 
retains ſcarce any thing, but the Proteſtane 
Artides of the Church of England ; But if you 
take Rome with theſe Additions, her Religion fs 
not ſo Old by far as the Religion of this Charch 
Perhaps it will be pretended, Though theſe D 
crees were made in later Ages, yet the Determine« 
tions were maile by vertue of Apoſiolical Tradition 
preſerved in the Roman Church from the very begin= 
ning ; and upon this prerence your late Wrirersfþ 
of Controverfie have generally lald afide all 


Arguments from Scripture and Ancient Fathers, þ* 


and reſolve all into Ore! Tradition and the / 

fallibility of the Romen Church. But what is 
this but to confeſs, that the Scriptures, the Ate 
cient Fathers, and all written Records (which are 
Impattlal witneſſes ) do make apainſt them? 
only theſe znknows Traditions, whichare only 
In their own keeping { and may be of their own 
deviſing ) theſe, they ſay,bear witneſs for them, 
which is to make chemſelyes Judges In their 
own Cauſe; and may juſtly occaſion your en« 
quiry, whether the former Poprs knew of theſe 
Tradicions orno? if 'not, how then'came the 
later Popes tothe knowledge of them? If they 


knew of chem of ola, why did they let them W3 


ſleep 


[4 
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Jeep ſo long, aud ſuffer the Church to err for (o 
nany years for want of them? Did they diſcharge 

elr #univerſa! Heedſhip well in this - Conceal» 
nent ? Bur In very truth it fs evident, the þ;& -.. 


Popes knew of no ſuch Traditions, and the lacer(t 


Popes have invented them to ſupport their new 
eſigns; whichappears by the Ancient Popes 
eclaring direftly contrary to theſe pretended 
poſtolical Traditions, of which take a few Ex- 
mples. Pope Gaius writes, That the Righteouſe 


els of the Saints avails no- 
Whing to 087 Pardon or Fuſti- 
Wcation f. Pope Gelaſius 


enies Tranſabſtantiation, as 


7as noted Juſt nowg. The þ 
kmous Gregory the Great 
th, He bimſetſ was the Em” 
rs Servant, and owed 


m obedience þ. and de- 
ares, That God bad given 
pe Emperor powtr over 
rieſts as well as others 3. 
he ſame Pope diſowns the 
Itle of #@1iverſal Biſhop,as 
afir for him or any other 
He alſo determines, That 
is lawſul for ſuch of the 
gy as cannot contain, to 
arry 4; And che allows 
egts for Hiſtory and Mc- 
dry only 2. Alter than 


f Gall Zji/L 
Decret. ad Felice, 
ap. Bintum, 7, 1, 


193. 
g Gelaf. de du» 
abus Nut. Contr, 


Eurych. 


h Grego, Meg. 
Epiſt. ad Maurir. 
lib. 2. Ep. 62. 

| 1d:m 4d The» 
od, {;b. 2. Ep. 65. 

k 1d4tm ad Eus 
log. lib.7: Epi/t.30. 

| Reſponſ. ad Ine 
tirrog, 'ſecundam 
Aug. Canruarienſ, 

m Ad Seren.(is, 


7. Epi(t; 109. 


alſo in the'Canoy Law Decrees, that in ſuch 
oceſs wherEthere be people of divers Languas 
$ , The Biſhop ſhall :provide fit men to celebrat 
puint offices, and __ the Sacraments of the 


Church 
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Church, accrofding to the diverſity of Rites @ 

uariety of their Languages: Decretal. Greg. l. Ti 

31. £4Þ. 14. The aforeſald Pope Gregory the Fi 

| ath ms, chat the Book 
n Greg. Mag. Maccabees 35 not Caronte 


Expoſ. Job. l. 18. c. 

I7. Gloſs, as the Old 'Editi 
of the Bibles which w 

allowed by the Roman Bi(bops, and uſedin t 

Church before the Council of Trent, do all « 

ſtinguiſh berween the. Canonical Books and the 

which the: Proteſtant Church gow call Apocyyp 


x. And as wel! the 0:4ine& 


n Glofſ. Ordin. 
Alt. 1200. in Pres 
fat. de labris Canon, 
& non Canon, 

Biblia Complu- 
tenſ, in Pref. a 
Card.Ximenio «p- 
prob, 4 Leone x. 
An. 1502. 

Biblia Vulg. edit. 
Bifil, , cum Gloſſ. 
O'd, An, 1506. 

Biblia $..Pagnini 
& Birkmanni, & 
Vatabli p!r Rob, 
Stephan, 4.1 54 1- 


a. Yet the contrary co 
theſe hath been afrerwa 
decreed upon pretence 
being Apoſiolical Tradit 
01s : By which account ye 
may (ce ( if your Prejuds 
hinder not ) that the p 
ſent Roman Church ( as 
differs from the Church 
England ) retains neithl 
the 0:4 Relrgion of 
Scriptures, nor that of t 
Primitive Chyrch In ger 
al, nay, nor that of the 
cient "Church of Rome; f 
they | haye' omitted fo 
Points, added others, a 
alrered ſo many, 


though Rome keep the 0/4 Name, it doth 
keep the 0!d Faith. we may now ſeth Romei 
the midſt of Rome ( as» Fovencus Vitalis (ald 

Nor can it br denied ( (alrh another) but the 
man Church 3s not « little different from its © 


Ga 


wa 
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ent beauty and ſplendor 


SY There is not the Faith, | o Caſſander gt 
, Se Manners, nor the Wor- Officio boni Virk. 
'Fip of the Primitive Romin + 

byrch 3 and therefore according to $. Ambroſe, 
yy that have not Peter's Faith cannot ſucceed to 


 S&t-r's Inheritance p. and 


$. Hierome obſerves, They pÞ Ambroſ. de 
e not the Sons of the Saints Penitent, lib. 1. 
ho poſſeſs their places, but |cap. 6. 

ey which follow thety ov ki: 

Sod. That only ( faith Laftantius) 7s the Catho- 
> Church which retains the true worſhip of God 
Y >u might have (cen and 

ard in Kome of Old, a q LaQtant, 1n- 
 Wſhop withour a Triple ſtit. lib. 4. Cap. 
Fown,or the Title of Uni= ut. 


\Wrſal , Churches without 


ages, Priefts nhderno Vows of Szzglt life, 
anſes whhout any names of Saints, or 0'4 
nobis, the Miſs celebrated in a h1own Tongut, 
bles calling divers books Ap207pha, which are 
w reckoned Canonical Scripture ; People not 
wed by Aaricular Confeſſion, not debarred of 
Cup, not frighred with Pxvgdtory, nor im- 
yeriſhed with parchaſing Praj(rs and Induls, 
ces tro ſave them from thence, &c, 
o conclude therefore, Why may you fot 
ly defert them, who have in ſo many things 
Yparred from the O!d Religion, taught by 
rift and his Apoſtles, believed by the An- 
at Fathers, and recelved by the firſt and beſt 
Mops of that ſame Church? If you defirc ro 
of really of che 0/d Religion, may, If you would 
1d che Falth of the Primitiye Roman Church, 
B 2 you 
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you may come much nearzr to it, by embracir 
the Religion of your own Country., than | 
retaining the Opinions of the Modern Church 
Rome, which are moſt of them meer Inzovatio! 
And though you have - revecrenced them whil 
you ſuppoſed them Ancient and Apoſtolical, ye 
we hope you will now renounce them, w 
they are evidently diſcovered to be Gibeonita 
diſguiſed on purpoſe to deceive, and ( notwit 
ſtandivg their »0u/dy pretences, as If they 
come from far, and were deſcended from 4 
czent Times ) their true - Original I's much lat 
and nearer tothls preſent Age; 

And now, Secondly , It will be eafie to d 
termine, That as the - Roman is not the Old 1 
ligion, ſo neither ought the Profeſſors of it 
appropriate to themſelves the *Name of Ca 
lick, For whether we take ir in the Prim 
and Grammatical ſenſe for [' 4nivt1ſal, ] or 
Irs common acceptation for [_ Trxe Believers 
The Romani kath no peculiar Righrto t 
Venerable Thile : Firft, becauſe thelr. Faith 
thoſe Points wherein it differs from the Chu 
of England Is not Univerſal; for the Chriſti 
holding the Fazth of Rome, are not abo 
fourth part of thoſe that believe in Ch 
Which account we thus make out. Firſt Bello 
{ a Romaniſt, and one whoſe book was Licer 
at Antwerp ) aſſerts * that the Rites of 
Greeþ Church © ſpread wider than thoſe 

the © Letzne 7. and 

r Bellonli obſer. judicious Mr. Breerwl 
(pb. I. C4Þ. 35+ proves , the Greeks do 
_ f, Enquirits, exceed [; The worthy 
ov4p. 18.pag- 139. Edwin Sends ahirmy 1 


3 - 
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© the Gre!zþ Church In number exceeds © any- 
pther—and the Proteſtants in ** number and 
Ircuir of Territory are © yery near cqual tothe 
Wapal part* To which may | 
He added all thoſe Chriftt- * Europz Specu- 
ns In Aſie and Africe, lum ( mibi ) pag. 
hich are neither of the 258, 269. 
Roman, nor of the Greth 
hucch, and which are reckoned up inthe 
Wforeſaid Mr. Pretrwood, 
F* making up a Number ** Enquiries, 
$ great as aby of the chap. 19, 20, 21, 
, aFormer : So that recko- 22, 23, 24 & 25+ 
piping the Greek Church from pag, 139. ts 
eo one part, The Pro» pag. 183. 
eftanrs *for' another patr, * 
nnd thoſe Afar and Africen Chriſtians for 
_ nother Part, and then the Romeaniſls are 
rut only one fourth part of luch as believe 
n Chriſt; And it Is very odd to ſay, that 
he fourth part Is the whole: And ſurely 
my Friends ) you cannot ſeriouſly think the 
Roman Church to be the univerſal ( or Catbs-« 
ick ) Church in this ſenſe ,, when you remem- 
her that the Pope's Authority is not acknow- 
l:dged by the Generallty 'of thoſe Chriſtians 
iving in England, Srotland , and Ireland, with 
the Plantations thereunto| belonging 3 nor by 
hoſe of Denmark and Sweden, nor by thoſe 
of Tranſlvaniay, Walachia and Moldavie, nor 
by the large Church of | Ru/i«, nor by the 
populous States and Provinces of the Dutch, 
wich their many Plantations abroad ; ror by 
at leaſt five parts of ſix of the yaſt Country of 
a Upper 
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Upper G!rmany, nor by cwo parts of three 
the Sw7/z'rs , nor by thoſe of Grneva and Pi 
mont , nor by very many fn France, Hunge 
Poland, &:, How many Millions. of Chri{tiz 
are there in che Eſte 1worid who have no « 
pendenc: on che Roman Church? The Chriſtians 
the Greth Church ( properly fo called ) une 
the three Yatriarcihs of Con/tantinople, Alexar a! 
and Antioch, rhoſe of Armenia ( who are p 
feſſed Enemies of R:me and yearly Excommur 
cate the Pope, ) The G'orgian Chriſtians, wi 
many other leſſer Names in 4{4,, the Abaſſ 

Chriftians in Africa ; all- theſe are notof « 

Communion of the Roman- Church; and the 

fore, how can that Charch pretend to t 
Title of #nzvtrſal,, or Cazholick» in this (en of 
Bur ſecondly, if you ſay you are Catbolicks, ti 

Is, true Belzrve's, Inall Points; I defire you 
confider, that none ſay ſo hut your Selves, 
's ſuſpiciou*, their witneſs is not true, who 
heir thrmſeluts, $- John v.'3 tz And whe 
ſo many Articl-s of Fazth are New, Ir-isp 
brhle ſome are Falſe ; fince the 0/d:ft things 
-R ligion are the tcrucſt and che befl : Sor 


upon the whole Enquiry, the Church of E py 
lard may more juſtly claim -che Title of Cat us 


lick, becauſe the Principles thereof are few, a 
clearly dedaced from Scripture, belleved In t p 

Primitive Church , and univerſitly received Ss 
all ſorrs of Chriſtians,,who- differ in ſome C 
monies ; bur for the Poin's, which this Chu 


accounts neceſſary ro Stilvarion,, rhe whe ” 
Chriſtian world generally agrees in them, Anf*** 
lince the Relzgion of rhe Church, of England »a 
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he moſt A4ncicnt and moſt #41ivn/eal, you will 
be more truly of the Old Religion, and more 
properly ſiyled Catholicks | by embracing the 
Faith profeſſed in your own Country, and dif- 
dwning thoſe who dama all! Chr:ti/ans hut them 
of cheir own Party, alchouyh it be Evident there 
rare in che World, Ch1iſiiars fzr more jon num» 
4h ber than they, aud among choſe many equal in 
""BLt4rning and (uperiour in| Pzety to the beſt of 
P'Bthe Roman Church, who for all t'1ls are repro» 
:Ybarcd and ſentenced ro Eternal Flames by their 


ree 
Pi 
TT, 
tis 
O C 
ins 


uncharicable 4nathina's. 
4 & SECTION IL 


whether tht ſaid opinions wire not introduced ſor 
evil Ena: ? 


, Lrhough: all chis be matrer of FaZ,and ace 
| knowledged by your own Wrhrers, yet I 
muſt expe&, the vener-ble Kftrem you have 
Blo long had for the Roman Church, will make 
you (]1aw to believe this deſerved charge of 1+ 
novation; and perhaps you! will wonder how (9 
pure, fo celtbrattd, and fo Qrthodex a charch,as 
Rome Primitive was, ſhould | vary ſo much from 
her firfi facth; yet ſince the Change is ſo Evident, 
and ſo wel! atteſted, 1 hope at leaſt your Curio- 
(ſity will cempe you ro Erquire: Firſt, For 
what tnds ſl; (hou'd bring in theſe New doFrines. 
Secondly, By what means they b:came (0 gentrally 
bilzived; Thirdly, Of whit nature the things 
themſelvts are. Fourthly, warther there be Autho- 
g 1i'y ſufficient in the Roman Church to impoſe 
them 0% the whole Chriſtlag World, Fifchlv, 

| B 4 n bether 
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wh! thty thiCatholicks of England 9yght tobe ſway; 
ed by that Aubority to inbrace them: Andi 
jn examining theſe Parciculars any ching fhall be 


ſpoken - which founds harſhly ro your ears,(ac-? 
euſiomed to. ear nothing bur Encomiums of! 


Rome) T ſhall defire you to confider, that Truth! 
Is ſeldom grateful to offenders ; and I muſtſay] 
with one of the Writers of the Popes Lives, 
We relate theſe things becauſe they were done, and 
and if the Popes would not have baſe or evil 
things reported of them, they muft do no ſuch things; 
or if they do them, not farcy they can be ſo concealed; 
as that they ſhall not be known nor related to poſite 
rity: Papyrius Maſſon. de Vir; Pont. For my 
own part. I profeſs, I take no delight In ac- 
caſatfons;nor fhall Iay any thing out of malicet 0 
that Church,but out of plty to the ſouls of thoſe 
who without. reaſon dote upon fr 1 Firſt there« 
fore if you enquire, what ends the Roman 
Church could have to bring in theſe New Doftrines! 
I Reply, The firſt decay of that Church began 
in her Manners. For &fter there were chriſtian 
Migiſtrats( (alth St.Hierome Jthe Church became 
fuller of richts, axd emptier 
*gieronym, VI> cf Yertue *+ And for the 


ts Malach. Roman Biſhops, they began 
+ Socrat, bift. very caiiy to affeft 4 Dome 
lib, 5. C. 11- 3nion beyond the bounds of 


Prieſi-hood,' as Socrates 
notes +; which: made $r. Baſil! ſay thirteen 
hundred years ago, I hate. the pride of that 

Church * and cauſed a Hta- 

* Byſil Epiſt.10: then Hiſtorian of that Age 
& Baronius Tom. to ſay, The Roman Biſhops 
4» 48 327+ $32» were richly (led, carried an 
Lyeteny 
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Litters, and profuſe in their 
feaſtings F ; But the faults +F.Ammlan.Mar- 
of that Age were ſmall In cellin, Hiſt.1ib 29. 


c-3 neſpeR of Afrertlmes for 


$,6 til ar lengt 


7 as thelr wealth andpower Increaſed, their 
| anntrs grew ſtill worſe and worſe,as we find 
by the complaints of S«lvian and many others, 
about the year goo, your own 
Baronius ſa\th, The face of tht Roman Church was 
become moſt filthie,when lewd and potent Curte- 
Zans ſwayed all there: At whoſe pleaſure Sees were 
| changed, Biſhops placed, and which is borrid 
t0 pious ears, their Paramors were thruft into S. 
Perer's Chair, falſe Popes which only ſerve to 
fill up ſo great a ſpace ofTim 
3n the Catalogue of Biſhops *  * Baron.Annal. 
Anda Wricer who lived Tom 10, An. $12 
Io thoſe Times tells us, The $. 8. 
World was amazed at the T Gerbert, E- 
Manntrs of thiRomansf. It pift, 40. 4d. Ste» 
is ſtrange ( ſalthanother phanum Rom. Eccl, 
Hiſtorian ) how far in that Diacon. - 
Age they were degenerated * Sabellicus, En- 
from the piety of the Old 'nead. gs |. 2. 
Popes *, This Age ( as Ano- 
ther ſpeaks ) was eſpecially unbappy in this, that 
i for about an bundred and fiſty ytars, there 
were fifty Popes wholly fallen from the Vertut of 
thtzr Predeceſsns, being diſorderly and Apaſtatz+ 
cal rather than  Apoſiol- + 
cal *, And ifour brevity © *Genebard. 
would permit ir, we could Chronolog. libs 4. 
ſhew. out of Platine, Onuw Io Stcyl. Init - + 
pbrixs, and Others of your 
wa Writers, that there was co Reforzation in all 


C :; the 
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the Ages,whlle theſeN:w DofFrineswere in co 
Ing: Naw it Is the Great Philoſopher's obſer 
vation, That- wickedneſs is drſtiruftive of goo 
Principles *7-So  ti:ar It i 
* Ariſlot9 E- no wonder, if jn ud 
this, lib, 6, Decays of Piety; and ſuk 
a flovd of Iniquity, the Rib 
man Church did bring in many New 4rticles (uri 
able ro her Manners; and I think whes 
Pride, Luxury and Covttouſn:(s poſſeſs rhe 
Chair; we can hardly cxped any other Law 
but ſuch as ſhall gratifie theſe 2feRjions: And 
the Praftices as well as the Decrers of. Rom 
for diverſe of the later Centwies have- ſo appa 
ently rended this way, that'it hath been take 
notice of by all thoſe of her own communlat 
whoſe -affettibvn- hath not robb'd them. of rhe 
diſcerning powers z- ea, even in Carhol?t 
Comntrits it hath abared much of the Reverens 
formerly paid to thar- Sze, by reaſon the dt 
figns thexcof are ſo: apparently ſecular, rent 
ing not to the Salyailon of Souls, but the ſuf 
port of their own Grandeur: Which mkes-m 
admire our Englih Romanils ſhould hug thel 
Chalos, and adore-thoſg who - abuſe the 
well-meaning deyotion- wkh Articles of Fail 
ſerving rath=r- co carry on the Deſigny of 
Impalers, than the Salvation of their over 
credulous Believers. Me-thinks an eafie appr 
h-ofion, might d'(cover, that rhe Rowan Guid! 
govern - you by Principles that hve moret 
Machiavel in them 75 than- of -Conſcfence or Gl 
pel- fmplicity, and a Iiecle 'coufiderarion wi 
inform you, that; choſe things which th 
| reac 
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aygeach you to call Religion, are Arts tolnNave 
M" and impoveriſh you, and Engines to ad? 
zaFoance themielves ro the highett pli'ch of 
ir {honour and abundance. Sr, Bernard ( though 
aca great friend to the Roman Church ) ſaw this, 
ag when he (aid, At Rome all regard is given to 
Ro HDn0ur, but to Holin'ſs none 

(y'8 «t all *, Were this the faulr | *. Bernard. ae 
how of parcicular mens evil | Conſid. tl. 4 Go 2» 
e$& management ( from which 

wi 0o Society Is free ) ir were 

' © more excuſable, but there are DoQrines added 
' ro the Old Catholich Faith,( even moſt of the 
{ Tenets wherein they differ| from the Church of 
Ergland ) which are plain Artifices to increaſe 
the Powter and Wealth of Rome. Dottrines for 
which they diſpute: with \us upon Drmetris's 
Principle, becauſe thereby they have their gain 
Aft. x'x: 25, And many think the Guides of 
your Church contend: for ſome of theſe Pcinci- 
ples, nor becauſe they believe them, but bee 
cauſe ir is their inter. it the people ſhould be 
perſwaded of rhem; + which makes them ſecrete - 
ly laugh at their credulity who: will be impoſed 
on by them,” as thar great Cradinet did, when 
he gave the people ( who focked about him) 
his Bened#fton in theſe words; 'D uz vult decips 
deciplati.r; and it bs a vile ſuſpicion of this which 
we may gather from that. obſervation of Hoſpi+ 
nian, That in Italy the name . 

(© Chriſtian} 7s uſed for *, Hopdtorig. 
Ideot or Foot * But to be+ Monach-1:6, c. 669 
4 more particular, ler us 

i look over ſome inſtances of ſuch New Doftrines 
as*are taught In the Romen Charch for Secular 
eds, .. : y- 
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We begin with the DoQrine of Implicit Faith, 
or btlieving 4s the Church belztvts, . a Doftrine 
uokno«n in S.. cy7i/'s rime, who ſpeaking ro his 
young Chriſtians, bids them 20t meerly believe the 
things be ſpoke, becauſe be affirmed. them, unleſs be 
aid demonſtrate them to be fo 
* Cyril. Catecheſ. out of the Divine Scripture *,* 
4+. Þ. 04+, And truly - this Novel Dos | 
firine may agree with Pytha« 

goras's, IÞſe dixit, and a good ſhelter for Pagen- 
iſm, the beft Argument for which, Balbus ſaith, | 
Is this,that be bed received © 
*.Cicere Na+, it from bis fore fathers. * 
tur. Deorum, l. 3+ The. Zewiſh Rabbins told Þ 
thelr Diſciples, They mul. 

believe whatever thty taught them, - though they 
ſhould ſay,that their right hand was their left:and 
3t was becoming cnough In Apelles the Heretick* 
ro charge his ſedzced Scholars, not to examine bis 
Principles by Reaſon * :But 

*, Euſcb, hiÞ lib. . ic Is below the Honour of 
8. 6+ I3e: true Religion todefire to 
| be-.raken upon truſt ; ſo 
that this ** o&rine Is a policy of your Priefts 
ro ſecure © acirevil principles from belong en- 
gaired' into, . and a device to make you de- 
p<end on them as Infallible Oracies,. who can by 
this means lead you blind-fold whirher they will, 
and impoſc any thing on youwhlch ſerves their 
Iateceft, under the pretence.of true Religion. 
2. Auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt was voluntary 
of old, and obly uſcd in caſe of a troubled Cons 
ſcience, or a firovg Temptation : But it is now 
made - neceſſary art fiated times, fn all proba- 
bility to make the Pricſts maſters of every 
mags 
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mans Secrets; to diſcover the leaſt inclination: 
of thelr Proſelytes toleaye them, to keep the 
Laity in awe, and make them venerate and de- 
pend upon their Spiritual Guide, who hereby + 
hath them at his mercy; And their Doffors - 
do affirm, that. #n ſome caſts. it is lawſul to diſcoe 
wer what is revealed to them in conf:ſſion, eſpeci« 
ally if it concern the Roman + 
Church *. "And thus they *, Al Hal. Par. 4 : 
have an Intelligencer in the q, 23,40m,2:47t.2. 
breaſt. of every . great Panorm.c. Omnls, 
man of their Communion. 4s per. & rem. n, 
The Exempiing the Regul» 24. D.Soto, de.rate - 
ar Clergy from thelr Law-+ deteg. Secr. mem. 3. 
full Bzſhops 7urisdiftion, 9, 4 
which St. Bernard com- *, Bernard, de. 
pramns of as an unjuſt thing confad. lib. 3.0.44 
- And the freeing Ec- - 
cleſiaſticks from their Natural Princes Autho- 
r4ty 3s, that the Pope may have Subje&s numer- - 
ous and potent to glye Inte/ligence and aber hls 
Intereſt in the bowels of all Kingdoms. The 
Popes Supremacy, - Apptdls to Rome, the Collation 
of benefices and other prefer ments, the Creating 
their Maker in the Maſs, with many others, 
do all aim at the Honour ofthe Church of Rome, 
andthe making irs moſt inferior Prieſts revered, - 
But becauſe the Honour of the Church of Rome + 
cangor be malntalned without va#t riches, ft 
k obvious to all, that many : of thelr New 
Doftrines and Prafiices have been Introduced 
with deſign to fill the Churches Treaſuries: or 
W Ignorance and Super(t3tion were the Mother - 
of theſe gaijnfull devices, it Is certain Co- 


witouſn tſs 
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wetouſneſs hath been an cfhJlous Nurſe unto 


them. As in che caſe ofPurgatory, and Prayers 
te deliver Souls from thence, a Nouel fancy,' 
feared and ſuſpc&ted ar ficit by ſome, bur 
countenanced ard decreed by that Church, 
thereby to oblige che people to give liberally 
for themſelvts or their deceaſed Friends, to thoſe 
who (cll. their Prayers ſo commonly that they 
accalioned that Proverb, No Penny, no Pater 
Nofter. It bs impoſſhale ro reckon the vaſt ſums 
that this Opinion brings in, _ for ſo many M's 
Dirige's Requitms,for- thoſe Trentals, Obits\nd 
Anniverſarits, walch the deluded Romazifts 
purchaſe, wich Oblations of Heuſes and Lands, 
Plate, Veflments, Jewe's, Images, and Ready 
maney, And it ls very remarkable, that the 
fear, of loſing this Income was one maln Impe- 
diment to ieſtrain che Pope from yeilding to a 
Reformation. To theſe may be added the Dg- 
Acine of Imagts and Invocation of Saints with 
the reports of. Miracles done at certain places, 
and the Device of Canon;3ation by the Pope, 
( an Honour that none of the Saints for the 
ct five or ſix Centuries ever had, ) bur certain 
ic is, that people belong perſwaded of Miracles 
wrought on Earth, and” 1nterceſſion made fn 
Heaven, by theſe Safnrs,. do undertake P;1- 
grimages,. to theſe places, and'make Oblations 
there; or. elle ſend their Offerings, if they cag« 
nat go: And'this In fo exceſſive degrees, 
that there have. been,” and are ſome Shrings, 
which ourvy the Treaſuries of the” greateſt 
Princcs. of Europe; we may fhſtance fin Tho, 
: Berktt's at Canterbury®, and 


* 4#ti4. Can-, the till famous Lady of Lo-: 
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retto +: The Reliques allo 

of all other Saints,yez, terb. fol. 247, 
lunch as are (1jd ro belong FT Laſſcls Yoys - 
ro 7eſis himſelf, have been. age to Italy. 
formerly carri:d” about to 

colle& Money, yea, (old for great ſums, and 
are accounted marketable ware, and very geznful 
Cammodities in the Roman Church. The Tear 
of Jubilee and diſtribution of Indu'grnees are uſed 
a: devices ro get money, | as your-own Writers 
complains *.” The Popes 

pretence to a power of dif- * Polydor. Vir. 
pexſing with HVows and gil. de. Invent. 8. 
Oaths, Letgurs and Cons CG, Ib 

tratts, Maryzages #n pro- 

hibited degrees, %c. fill his Coffters with Sour, 
and hls Court with S43t9rs. The taking money 
for Yenances, and granting 46/o/atiox upon ir for 
notorions fins, is ſo known an Infamy, thar we 
have che very B5ok in our hands, copied out 
of the Original in. the Apoſtolirk Chamber, ſer- 
ting down rhe rates. and fums to be paid for 4þ. 
ſolution from the molt horr#dwickedneſits:And to 
convince us thit Money is the only thing ſought 
by the Church in theſe 45ſo/utions,the (atd bock 
rells us, thit Theſe ads of Grace cannot be granted 


* to the Poor, who bave n0- 


thing, and therefore cannot * Vide. Taxam 
be comforted *. And though Camere Apoſtol. lms 
the Przefts and. Fryars hays pref. Parifiic 
theſe and many more ways 
to draw money from the people; yer the 
Pope uſes them but as Sponges, to ſuck jn 
wealth - from orhers,that he may ſqueez - 
| it. 
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Ic into his own Coffers afterwards; For It Is 


ſcarce within the the: reach of Arithmetich. 
what ſums the Roman Church receives from the | 


Injeriour Clergy and Biſhops for Inſtitutions, Con- 


firmations, '- Inveſtitures, * Palls, ' Fir(t-fruits | 


Tenths, &c, The very Tenthsand Firſt-fruits, 
formerly enjozed by rhe Pope, amountivg in 
this Nation, as we now compute them, to 4- 
above 20000 Ll. pe? Ann. And in the time of 
rhe Roman Juriſdi&ion- here the Clergy paid 
him a ffth part of their Liyiogs, ſometimes for 
twoor three years beſide: and for the Engliſh 
Biſhops, their (ubj: ion to Rome coſt them dear, 
walter le Gray Archbiſhop of Yorþ paying Ten 
thouſand pound ſterling 
*Matth- Pariſ, for his Pa/*. And It was 
pag 274+ complained in rhe 23th of 
Henry 8th that the Papacy 
had recely'd out of England in about forty years 
paſt for 1nveſtitures of 
* L.Hervert.hiſt, Biſhops only, threeſcore 
Hen, 8th. p. 230+ thouſand pounds*. And thelr 
DoGrine of forclog all 
Prieſts to renounce Marriage, is maintalned by 
the policy of the Roman Cou rt,that they may nor 
only profic by them living, bur by thelr 
Heirs when they dle,thelr being no other good 
reaſon to be given for this rigid Impofitlon,for 
lure chey will not (ay, It is fimply unlawfull for 
; Prieſis to marry, fin 
* Pſus.2. inGeſflis Pikxs the Second afficm- 
Concal. Baſil. vide ed, Thty may be allowed 
item Platin,in ejus tomarry and their great 
Vita, Þ. 329» Canoni ſb alth,there is as 
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great reaſon to allow 

Prieſls marriege now 45 F#Panormitan de 
ever there was to reſtrain | Clericis conſug Cunt 
it +. What then! do they Cum olim- 

forbid Ir that Prieſts may 

be more pure? that cannot be the reaſon, be- 
cauſe Sr, Paul ſaith, Marriage defiles not, 
Heb. 13. 4+ And Fornication, which certlanly 
doth defile, bs tolerated, 

if not allowed fF, and * Decret.P.Alex, 
called a wenial firf : how- | 1, 3. tit. 2. 3» 
ever reputed by thelr T Gloſſ .ad Gras 
Caſuiſts a leſſer fin in the talo, diſh. 82:6 $+ 
Prieſts, then Marriage*, * Ibid. diſt. 34+ 
And how pure this Dov. Can. 95. Cofteru 5; 
&rine makes your Clergy, | enchirid. de Celi« 
ler experience and your | bat. cap» 17« 

own Writers teach: you 

There are many { faith St, B:rnard ) who cant: 
not be bid for their Multityde, nor do they jet 
to be concealed through their Impudence, who 
being kept from | Nuptial ; 
Remedies,run into all filthis * Bern.deConverſ, 
neſs *," There artſtw free ad Cleric.cap. 29. 
( ſaith another) in theſe * Gloſſ. ad Gra» 
days from the crime of Forni- taln. diſt. 32. c.$ 
cation *, The Pope think- + March. Parlf, 
log it almoſt a Miracle ſome biſt. At. 1234» 
Ages fince to hear aCand;- 

date for aBiſhoprick atteſted to bea pureVireinF 
The true Reaſon therefore of this Do@tine, 
which - occaſion ſo much- wickedneſs, we may - 
learn from the Canon Law: which allows 
notRegular Biſhops to diſpoſe of their Eſtates 
by Will, nor others of -the Clergy to be 
too 
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t-o freeof their 4lvs In 

* Decyetal.Gre= their ficknels *, ( how 
gor.lib 3 drleſiam. earneſily ſoever they cx+ 
tit, 26 Caps 7:9, hort the. Lai!y thereun- 
to: )JAnd thus the Church 

becom's their Heir: And: theſe Spoils of the 
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which fall to the Church at their deaths amount 
to &@ good round ſum, as 2 

YEuroP. Speckl. judicious 4uthor obſerves*; 
page. 197» I- cannot expreſs one half 
of thoſe Arts which the- 

Roman Church hath to. drelniborh Clergy and 
L4aity : But certain It ls, they do draw a Maſs 
of Treaſare Annually from the Countries under 
theiry oke, Inſomuch that fr was complained 
of to the Council of Spain, that Pope Pius 5h 
bad got” fourteen Millions 

*Europ.Specul. out of that Kingdom in & 
pag. 198. ſhyyt ſpace *' And in the 
rime of H:'nry 34 of Enge 

land it was computed, that the Popes Revenue out: 
of thisNation exceeded the 

* Antiquitat, Kings*. And another time 
Britain, p. 178 complaint was made by 
+ Match. Parif, the Engliſh,that there went 
pag. 667. & Epiſt, three ſcore thouſard Marks 
Anglor, ad Ingo» yearly out ' of his lard to 
cent; Rom: | I ſhail nor men» 
tlon the Frauds and CYu- 

eleies uſed in the Colle&ing this Money , only 
nothing that Johan. Sarisburienſis, a great 
Bigot of the Poptrs | (and a hor ſtickler In 
Beck!ts cauſe ) aſſures vs, Thar the Legats 
of- the Apoſtolical Seat, did Tyra;nixe over the 
; ' Provincts 


I 
7 
; 
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Provinces, as if the Devil ( falth he ) were gone 
out from the preſence of the Lord to ſcowge the 
Church * yer to oppoſe 
theſe Officers of the Pope, * Sariſb. Polycra« 
is reckoned ar Rome the ticon, lib. 5. C. 16s 
moſt mortal in: No wonder 
then can ic be, th:t Pope Sixtus 5th, In five 
years time got rogether Five Millions of Crowns 
( as Cirace!/g Informs us ) Foxr Millions of which 
bis Succeſſor Gregory 14th waſted in Pomp and 
Riot in liſs than ten months time : Europ. Spec. pe 
263. And indeed they (pend theſe Secyed Trec- 
ſurts as badly as they get them; the very Popes 
themſelves of late deſigning only ro ſwallow all 
the lircle neighbouring Principalltles, and to 
make themſeiyes Temporal Princes, to raiſe 
their N-phews and Nzeces ( if not Sons and 
Daughters ) and advance thelr Families to the 
Higheſt Dignities and Fortunes, So that there - 
Is lirtle of Holineſs left in them bur in an-empty 
Title, it being a little above a hundred years 
fince one ſaid, No man at this day looks for Hole 
ne's in the Popes 3 they aye accountrd excellent 
if thy be toltrably good, or (eſs wicked than other 
men are: Papyy, Maſſon, in Vit. Julll-g1. an. 
1550. And the reſt ot-h's Clergy and People 
are ſuitable ; for, 1t cannot be diſſtmb'ed ( (alth a 
late exat Obſervcr ) that the whole Country is 

ſtrang:ly ow0 flowed with wickedneſs. with filthi- 
neſs of ſpeech , with braſtlin'ſs of ations; both 

Governors and $nj: &s. both Prieſts and Fryers, 
each ſtriving as it were with other in an Inpudente 
neſs therein; Furop. Spec, p. 29. But I will not 

purſue this moſt ungrateful Subj: &, which I 

profeſs I do not relate. out of any coyy, r - 

ighe - 
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light in telliog ſuch ſad flories ; but I am forced 
to ſay theſe unpleafipg Truths to reſcue your | 
Souls from thoſe who ſerve the ends of their 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs out of your Devotion; 
rom thoſe who perſwade you to call that Re- 
{:igion which maintains them in the bigbeſt Plenty 
and Lux#y ; from thoſe who decree, That Good 
works merit Salvation, not becauſe they belleve 
this Do&rine, ( for if they did, they would do | 
more good works themſelyes ) bur becauſe this 
Perſwafion among the People fills the Churches * 
Treaſures, and hath made the Old Pioys and poor 
Pri:ſis and Deacons of Rome,Nluftrions Cardindls, + 
who in Magnificence and Pomp dare vye with the 
grearefi Eſtates of Chriſtendom z and their Great 
Maſter ſcorns to have Kjrgs and Emprrovrs * 
thought his Equals : Wherefore, when you have * 
duly weighed all this, and confidered the Pride ' 
and in{atzable Avarice of the Roman Church, and 
withal obſerved, how all the Do&rines in which - 
they differ ſrom us, trend meerly to advance theſe 
ends, you cannot think it unlikely, that ſuch men ' 
whth ſuch deſigns ſhould alter and add to their 
Old Faith, eſpecially when you hear $t, Pau: 
ſay, The love of money is the root of all evil, which 
while ſome covtted after, they have erred from the * 
Faith, 1 Tim. vi. 10. It i4 nothing that is truly 
Ancient or really good, that we perſwade you 
to renounce ; but Novel Policies and Devices * 
which miniſter to ſecular deſigns, and you ought 
to account him your Friend who would reſcue 
you from thlt «byſe, avd perſwade you into that 
Church, whoſe Principles are Primhtive, plain 
and honeſt, whoſe Clergy are content with the 
Revenues which the Laws ofthe Land no 
nem 
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them, having nove of theſe #xchriffian Artifices 
of extraordinary gains, nor no defign to teach 
you any Dofrines , but ſuch as will make you .. 
good, and dire& you in the way to Heaven, 


SECTION II 


whether the ſaid Opinions were not eſtabliſhed by 
evil means ? n 


T HE next Enquiry is, By what means theſe 
New Doftrines became ſa generally believed ? 
And here firſt we may note, your Church hath 
good reaſon to uſe this Proverb, Ignorance is the 
Mother of Devotion ; becauſe rhe wretched blind- 
neſs of thoſe Ages wherein theſe Opinions were 
propagated, did hugely contribute ro their re- 
ception: for iris nor to be denied, rhat from 
the time of the decay of the 2flern Empire, and 
the Irruptlons ofthe Goths and Yandals into 
Exrope,there began to be a great decay of Learns 
Ivg, and Barbariſm crept fo by degrees, which 
Is evident by the different ſtyle and way of writ- 
log which the later Fathers uſe, in compariſon 
of-rhoſe who liv'd ip the firſt four or five Cen» 
turies,and at length this Ignorance became ſo unk- 
verſal, That the fludy of the liberal! Arts was gent-« 
rally laid afide, as an old Hiſtorkan complains 
* yea ſuch groſs folly then 
poſſeſt the world ( as one * Sabellſc, Zy1e. 
of that time confeſſes) that 9. lib. 1. 
Chriſtians belirved move ah- .. 
ſurd things,than ever Pagans * Apgobardus lib, 
gave credit to * And that degrandine, orc. 
Age which bred many of werf. fin. 4 
theſe 
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theſe Errors is commonly by your own Writers 
called ,- The Obſcure Age, 
* Baron. Annal. *-b:ing wholly without any 
Tom.x.An,g00.Y.1. perſons eminent for Wit 6r 
+ Genebrard. Learning F che very inferior 
Chron. lib. 4. Prieſts being not «ble to tran- 
* Prefatio R. [ate an Epiſtle into Latin 
Aluredi ad Paſio- * which &gyptian darkneſs 
yal Gregorll. continued in all the weſtern 
world till a few years btſore 
the Reformation, as your own Eſpenceus con- 
feſlecth * Now this groſs 
* Glaud, Eſpen. ſtupidity muſt needs make 
Com. ad2 Tim. 3, the world apt and cafic to 
be abuſed with the moſt 
abſurd and monſtrous DoGtrines 3 for Ignorance 
Fs the Mother of all Errors, as an old Council 
afhims * and not of true 
* Cour]. Tole- Devotion ( as you now pre- 
tanyg-c.24+ 4-633 tend, ) This made way for 
| the Politick Guzdes of Rome 
to Impoſe ſuch Opiviens on che Chutch as might 
beſt ſerve their own ends 3 Trtſe Tares were ſows 
ed while men ſlept, Match. xXiil. 25. and there 
were many Circumſtances concurring in thoſe 
unlucky Ages which contributed co the further 
fog the Roman defigns, the withdrawing of the 
Emperors into the Eeft, and firſt the Decay of the 
W:(tern Empirezchen the deflir uGion of the Eaſtern, 
and rhe deſolation of all the famous Orzentat 
Churches by the ſpreading Inundation of Turks 
and Saracens ; fo that the Pope had nelther 
Emptror nor Patriarch ( for a long clme ) that 
could oppoſe him, the Miſeries of all Chriſtendom 
glvivz him opportunity .co make himſelf rhe ſole 
Governg! 
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Governor of theſe Parts of the World, and none 
were able to contend with him, though many 
complain'd of his 4ſurpetion; Foban.Sarisburienſes 
relling Adrian.gth . ( who azked him what men 
| thought of the Roman Charch )) That they eſtermed 
it « Step mother, not a Mother =———,end the Pope 
of Rome him(elf .was gritvous to all, and almoſt 
z3ntoltrable* 1 fhall nor now 

be (o tedious ro you as to F Sarkbur, Po- 
relate, how this Chy'ch by ycratican, lib. 6. 
force, and by raking all ad- cap. 24. 

yairages did .attempr to | 

ſuppreſs all-that-did oppoſe her Impoſitions and 
Grandexr ; what wars the Popes raiſed againſt 
the German Emperors, what occaſions they took 
to enſ]ve the Greek Chun0b, when they perition- 
ed for relief againft the congq ring, and cruel 
Turks ; what Perſ-cutions they raiſed ag the 
Aibigenſes, Bobemians and #ich/tviſts, and how 
they deſiroycd all chat-refificd their Innovations 
with fire and Sword .; only defiring you-to re- 
mark, that the Roman Chunch was th: firſt Author 
of putting men to death for that which they call 
Hereſy : A pratice wholly diftcring from the 
Rules of Chriſtianity * from 

the Opinion and Prafticeof * 2 Tim. 2. 24, 
the Ancient Chwch + It be- 2% 

ing 4a Ntw and unheard of Þ Tercul.ad Scap. 
way of Preaching ( (alth &c. 2. 

your S. Gregory) toforce Concil. Toletan. 
wen by ſfiripes to believe * &4- Cp. 56. 

yer by Fire and Fagot the * Gregorius M. 
modern Church of Rome - Epilt. ad. Eviſc. 
affcights the World into Goaſtantinop. 

the embracing theſe Arth 
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cles, or by Inquiſitions and Recks, awes it into 
filence, Her Greatneſs and Riches, her Intereſt and 
Severity ro Oppoſers , have been one ſort of } 
means to obtrude the belzef of her 'gainſul Artl. bs. 
cles upon men /and her Policies and Freyds 
have: anorher, for you cannot think irum þ*- 
likely that they ' ( who have (o little Plety as to þ 
turn Religion Into Policy ) ſhould have fo little} 
honeſty as to equiyocate for the defence of their 
Polirick Religion; and verily, the Ignorance þ 
and Credulity of thoſe blind Ages were ſuch, that 
your Church never ſonght for ſolid Arguments 
to confirm their New Decrees, bur bulle them 
_ upon Fa;ons, and proved them by 
notorious - Forgeries, and accounted this way of 
proceeding not only lawful! , bur pious, ſo that 
whoſoever reads thoſe Diſcourſes of your Feſuits Þ 
In defgpce of rheſe Deceſts, called by them Piz 
freudes, Will conclude the High: Priefts of Rome- 
Chriſtian as well ay Rome-Heathen to have been 
of opinion, that it was expedient tht prople ſhould 
be deceived in their Religion, as Scevolathe Pa- Þ 
gan Pontiſex M. 1n Sr, 
* Auguſt. de-Ci- Auguſtine falth * and na F- 
vit. Dez, 1,4. c.27. doubt your Church agrees 
| with the Heathen Parro in 
* 1dem, ibid. 'the ſame Author * where 
C. 31s | he ſaith, There are many 
Truths in Religion which 
3t 3s not expedient for the people to bnow, and 
thoagh divers things therein be (falſe, yet the 
people ought to think them true, The Inſtances 
of ſome particulars will make this more eyf» 
dent; 1. Miracles were the foundation, and 
moſt authentick proofs for #vocation of Seznts, 
}meration 
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ak mneration of Images and Relichs, Pilgrimages, 
1k Purgatory, Monaſtical Vows, and moſt of the 
f © gaznfull Articles of the Roman Church; and yer 
. &S. Chryſoſtome faith, that there were no ſoorſteps of 
; | the power of Miracles leſt in the Church an bis time 


» £x- And your St. Gregory 
o }thinks them unneceſſary a- 
ek mong Believers y. and ſo do 
x many others 2, Yer in the 
es Edarck Ages nothing was 
it Emore frequently prerended 
skthan Miracles wrought by 
n £S4nts living and dead, as 
y Rappears by the ſtories of 
of Ethcic Lives,and the Legends 


x Chryſoft. de 
Saterdotio. l. 4. 

y Gregor, Mage 
bom. 4 

z Auguitin. dz 
ver. Relig. Ge 24s 
Ferus Commentary. 


in lib, Judic. 


ze Bof your Church, which Relations are ſo ſenſe- 
ts Meſs and (o ridiculous, ſo impoſſible and unlikely, 
£ Þo little agreeing with. Chronology , Hiſtory, or 
2» $G!0graphy, that the Modern Writers of the Rg« 
n $41 Party are aſhamed of them. Hence your 
4 (own Canks complains, that theſe Authors of 
2- Palnts Lives with falſe and counterſtit-Fables bave 


ir, limiſhed the Lives of Seints 
10 &. And the ſame Writer 
es Yalth there 6. rhat the Au- 
in $hor of your .ſo famed 
re £G21lden Legend was 4 man 


Iſo afhrmech c. That there 
e many vain Fables in it, 
imcon Metaphraſtes is ano- 
her of theſe Miracle Write 
75, and is ſo emincar, that 
i Þ< is read in the Modern 
erg £01040 Breviaties d. = yer 
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a Canus, Loc, Coft« 


Mun. lib, i. c£.6. 


b Id:mibid. 


f an Ir0n forthead and a Ltaden ſou! : Harding 


c Harding &- 
gainſt Jewel's Apal 


d Breviar, Rom. 
Feſt..Nicol. 6. Decs 
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Cardinal Bellarmine blame 
Feſt, S. Blafil, him for incredible ſtories, 
:Feb. 13; relations not agreeing to 4 
Feſt, S.Altxil, cient writers, He adds (fait 
Fulib, 17. _ he) many things ont of bi 
own-wit, not as they w 
e Bellarmin. de really dontybut as thrymig 
Seriptor. Ecchſ. -bave been dont e, And is ne 
this notorious forgery? Y 
the Popes themſelves in the lateſt ſort of Brew 
-Rrits have left many of theſe fabulous Mirac 
our, fince they have done the work now fo 
"which they were invented ; the Do@rines ſy 
ported by theſe /zts are now generally embrace 10 
and when the Arch Is compleated, the props o-* 
"which it was raiſed, may be Jaid afide ; yeq”* 
fil you ought ro ask, If theſe ſtories were fall * 
'hoiv. came the Infal/#b/e Church to pur them ( 
'to her Offces? if they were true, why doch ( by 
"now reje& them ? And it is obſervable, that thy? 
Roman Church ax preſent pretends but to ven, $*; 
few Miracles,and the DoRers thereof ( In tHi/* 
knowing age ) are-very fhie of believing any: 
all, 2s oneof your © 
fRog. Widringr. -Priefis proves at largeſ$; 
de Juram. Fiteli- The Reaſon of which n 
£4135, Co X+ þ. 402+ needs be, becauſe they fel 
. this 1rquifitive and learnelf®'*? 
Generation ſhould diſcover the fraud of thet pn 
For fince Miracles are eſpecially neceſſary 
convince unbelievers, there is far more need} 
them ſince the Reformation ( when ſo many d 
belleve the Religion of your Church ) than 1 
'before ( when all the Natfons of the eſt we 
at the Deygtlon thereof, ) Yer then many = 
ch 
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cles are recorded, and now few or none,an Argu- 
a8 meant ſufficient ro make a wary man belleve,there 
120 were few real Miracles at any time ſince the ſet- 
8 tlement of Chriſtianity 3 onely the ſuperſtitions 
and ignorant credulity of the former Ages was fic 
to be abuſed whih ſuch Pretences 3 And now, 
ox why are you (o (tiff in malocaloing thoſe Opint. 
# ons which were believed at firſt upon ſoſlighr 
and falſe inducements;as theſe Lrigends and Mzr&- 
$ c/:s are confeſſed ro be ? But this Argument is 
of late ſo fully handled by 
twoexcellent Pens g. that  'g Dy. Stllling; 
ot 1 may diſmiſs fr, with my flect of Miracles: 
34 hearty wiſh you would read And the Reflexi« 
od thoſe Trafts without Pre- '025 0x the Romifh 
#$ judice, being not writtento 'Devotions, 
4 abuſe real Religion (as ſome 
I tell you ) bur roundecelye yOu, and unmask thit 
bypocriſi: which hath long walked tn the vener- 
+ able Mantle of Truth : Nor ought you to be an- 
gry art the Relators, bur at the Inventors of ſuch 
ſa/ſhnods,, who have got many falr Houſes and 
A Lands,vaſt ſums of Money and innumerable coſt- 
+ly Oblations by theſe Fifions, to the ſcandal of 
4 Chriſizanity it ſelf. My ſecond jnftance ſhall 
df the Artifice of forging Records for to artefithe]r 
w _ wrng' ( dpecully that - the Poje's 
9 1premary ) they pur out divers ſpurioys Trafts 
guoder illuſtrious names, which ſerved to oe 
dle an jl/;terate Age into a Reverence for the. Rg- 
"11 Church and her Opinions; whereas now the 
heat is ſo palpable, thar | your modern DoRojs 
though they keep the | Concluſions ).diſawn 
oſe feigned Books that were the Premwaſſes from 
hence they were IB Of this nacure are 
2 "er Oo 
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the Decyetal Epiſiles of all the Popes from C 
mens down to Pope Syricius An. 385. forme 


cited as good Authorities , and tranſcribed for 
parts of them Into your Canon Law, but now th 
moſt learned Romaeniſts confeſs a great part « 


h Jo. de Turre- 
crem. dt Eccl, {.2, 
C. 101, 

Jo. Driedo de 
dogm. & Strip. 
Eccl. l. 1.C. 2. 

Cl. Eſpenczus 
are Contin. |, 1. (2: 

Bellarm.de Rom. 
Pontif |, 2. Cc. 14- 

1 Baron. Annal, 
T. 2+A1.102. 5 6,9, 

k Cuſanus de 
Concord. Cathol. l. 
2. £.-34- 

| Hincm. Rbem. 
lib, contr. Hincm, 
Laudunenſ. 

m Baron, Anna!. 
T. 9. An.865.S. 5s 
6, 7. 


thor,and were firſt broug 
into France by one Ricul 


z 


them to be mere forgerit 
b. Beronins ſtyles divers 
them wpocryphal |. Ar 
Cardinal Cyſanys ſaith, Tha 
bring applied to the times | 
thoſe Holy men thty do betye 
themſelves k. And Indee 
thele Epiſiles were neve 
cited by any good old A 


Arch- B. of Ments five h 
dred years after thoſePop 
were dead, as Hincmar, 
Arch-B. of Khemes a Writt 
of that age affirms l. 

Baronins alſo confeſleth 
Nor did the Roman k 
bluſh ſome Centurles ago 
alledged for Its Suprem 
the moſt fabulous Donati 
of Conſientine the Gre 
whereln he'is pretended! 


make the Pope brad over the whole Church, « 
ſuperiour to «ll the four Patriarchs ofthe Eaſt ( 

lng Conſtantinople for one, which City was 1 
yet bullt ) giving bim in fre the City of Rome, 4 
all Traly, with all the Provinces of the weſit 
Empire, ( though he gave all theſe to. one of! 
Sons afterwards.) This ſenſeleſs E430? 1 


pleade 
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#5 pteaded by ſeveral of the Popes in former times 
ro countenance their ambir!- 

ous prerences #, and of Old mn Adrian. Fpiſt. 
was received without ſuſpici= ad Conft. && Iren. 
on by tye gyitveſt and learn- Af. Concil. Nicen, 


edt Doftors, (aith Binixs 0. 2. An. 9194. Leo. 
who yer confeſſeth there, 9g. Ep. «d Michael. 
ke was a mere forgery de- Contt. 41. 1054. 


© viſed ( he thinks) by the oO Not. in Edit, 


Greths, and now adays all Conſtant. Concils 
Romaniſts generally difown Ton. 1. þ. 154. 
ir, and indeed ir is as ridi- 
culous a forgery as ever the world (aw. My Bre« 
viry will not allow me to enlarge upon this Sub 
je&, otherwiſe 1 could add innumerable Ex- 
amples of like dealing. The abſurd Council of 
Sinueſſa, The monſtrous Recognitions of Cle« 
mint, The threeſcore new Canons father'd by 
Turrian and others, upon the famous General 
Council of Nice, The Pontifical aſcribed ro Pope 
Damaſus ; with Innumerable other Tracts of rhe 
ſame Meral, being all apparent Forgeries, and yer 
were long countenanced by Rome to ſupport het 
uvjaſt Supremacy, and other Innovations. My 
third Inſtance ſhall be of ſuppreſſing or corrupting 
true Records, of which rake a few Examples : 
The Legats of Rome, within leſs than a hundred 
years after the general Council of Nice, did pro- 
duce two Canons ( ro prove the Popes Right ro 
receive Appeals) in a famous Council of Carthage, 
An. 419. which Canons they pretended were 
made in the aforeſaid Nicene Council ; but theſe 
Canons wholly diffcred from all the beft Manu- 
ſcriprs of rhat Council then exrant, particular- 
ly from two eminent ones; which the African 
C3 Fachery 


wv! 
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athers ſent for from Conſtantinople and Aleyr 
andria; nor do they agree with thoſe genuine 
Editions of the Nicene Council now extant; and 
Indeed. the Council of Carthage received not 
theſe pretended Canons of Nice, but eſteemed 
rhem to have been corrupted, as we do at this 
day : Not long after ( to aber the Roman Supreme 
acy ) Pope Lto wriring to Thtodoſeus rhe Emper- 


or, cites a Canon of -a particu'ar and dubiousþ 
Council at Serdzca, of - later Dite and leſs Aus 
thority, afh:ming tt ro be a Canon of the gener- 
a! Council ' at Nice p. The 
p Leo. Pa. E+ Edition of .the Counclh 
piſt. ad Theodoſ,, put; out by.; Dionyſus Ex+ 
Concil. Tots. 2+, 74445, about 4, $20 being 
for a long time the (ole ap« 
proved Copy extant In theſe parts of the Work: 
doth io favour of the Pope's Supremacy, leave out 
divers Canons evcn of General : Councils which 
ſeem. to make - againſt ht 
q Extmpli gr. #9q- though the ſaid Canons 
Tres Canon. Concil. are recorded in Zonaras 
x, Conſtanrinop. and B«lſamom, and in this 


Ones Can. Con- Age cofifeſſed to have been} 


cl. Kpheſ, O:cam. made in thoſe Councils by 
3.Cenon.28, Con- the Romaniſts themſelves; 
c#1. Chalcedon.0e- but in the tlme when the 
Cum. 4+ Suprtmacy was in hatchin 

ir was not thought exped 
ent thoſe Canons ſhould be known.Ir were cnd- 
leſs to reckon up all the Additions, Dimi nuti ons 
and Alterations, which all the Roman Editions of 
the Councils fince are gullty of ; and becauſe an 
Jogeniou; Eſlay hath been made thit way by # 
late Author, I ſhall refer my Reader _— 

7. a 
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amples conclude with one 
Evident plece of Falſifica- 


| tlon ; The xxxv. Canon of 
| the Council of Laodices, for- 
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7, and out of Infinke Ex- 


43 


r Roman Foyge- 
ries, print. Lond. 
1673- 


bids the faithſull to cail on the name of Angels, 
which being a condemnation of the DotQtrine 
and Praftice of Rome In Praying to Angels, the 
Later Edi:jons of this Council hive Impudently 
put in 41gulos [ Angits,or Corners |) in ſtead of 


Angelos | Angels. | hough 
all the Greeþ Copics t. and 
Fathers read *A Rats te 
and all the Letin Ex- 
emplays have, Angelos w. 
Yea, Pope Adrian himſelf 
( before this: worſhip of 
Angels came up) read it 
(_ 4ngelos } in thar Epirome 
of Canons which he ſent ro 
Charles the Great, An. 973. 
Thus they corrupt the 
Councils to ſult them to 


* their own Oplnlons : Nor 


have ſingle Fathers and an- 
clent Authors fared better: 
S., Cyprien . put out by 
Pamtlixs \s altered in many 
places contrary to the an- 
cient Copies; for Example, 
where the Father ſaith, the 
Church js ſounded Saper Pe- 


C4 


\ Angulas legunt, 
Merlin. Tom. 1. 
Council. tdit. Alte 
1530. Colon. 

Crabbe p. 226. 
ed. A. 1538. Co 
lon. CarranZi ſum. 
Concil. pag. 82. 
Luzd. 1558. 

t Ap. Zonar. 
Balſam, & Har- 
menopnlum., 

u Theodor. in 
Colo. 3. 

Photius Nome- 
Canon.Tit. 12.C. 9, 

w Dionyſ. Exig. 
Cod. Can, 1.138. 

Creſcon. brevi- 
a”. Can. g go. 

* Fulgent, Fer- 
rand. Brev. Cans 


S 184, 


tram 
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rram x. Pamelius changes it 

x Cyprian. Ep, into Super Perrum, upon. 
40. Eat. Peter,inſtead of upon a Rock 
Gryphil p. 52. y. And Ladovicus Vives (a 
Morelli 124. Romaniſt ) aſſures us that | 
y Editio Pamel, there are ten or twelve 
Ep. 4O. þ. 7: lines pcfitively aſſerting: 


Purgatory, put into the 
Printed Coples of S. Aug. de Civitate Dei, |. 21.8 
6 24+ contrary to the anclent Manuſcripts: 
3 Fylbertus Carnotenſis 
zZ Ludov.VIves, quotes $. Aug. ſaying of the 
Com,inAug.de Civ. Sacramental- Bread, This 
Dts, l. 21s G. 24 then isa figure ( the Roman 
 _ Editfons put fn ) 4s 2 Heres 
tick will ſay, when indeed $7 Auguſtine (ays.ſo, 
and ſpeaks his own ſenſe 
a Fulbertus Car- #&: 4imonizs ſpeaking of the, 
not. eazt.An.1609, 8th Council ſaith, They de- 
pag, 168, termined about Images nther- | + 
| wiſe than th: Orthodox Fs 
theys had Decreed : and (o, 
b Baron. Annal. Beronius reads b. But the 
"Tom x.4n.859, Modern Printed Coples. 
e Almonius de quire contrary put In,---- 
Geſtis Franc, 5. according as the Orthodox. 
ca). 8, Fathers had Decreed c. Bur 
why do I ſtand upon parth- 
cular Toſtances ? This wickedneſs which all other- 
Men account the ſame Villany with ſuborning- 
ſelſe witneſſes, Ropping the mouths of the True, 
and counterfeitivg Hands and Sea/s, is owned 
by the preſent Church of Rome: And Sixtus 
Senenfis doch highly exroll Pope Pins 5th for 
hls moſt boly Decree, to burn all Books which were 
En ns ( accounted ), 


o-, 
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( atrounted ) Heretical, To.purge and cleanſe all 
Catholich Authors, and eſptcially the Writingsof 
the Fathers 4. Now in what 

manner they effe& his moſt d Epiſtol. Nuns 
holy work, the B:/gick In- cup. ante Biblzothee 
q iifirors (appointed by the cam Sixtl Senenf. 
Roman See ) ſhall tell you, 

we ſtrike out ( (ay they ) many Errors, in other of 


- the Ancients, we exienuate and txcuſe them, or by 


feigning a Commentitious' gloſs, tither deny, or fix 
& commodious ſenſe to their 

words et, Thus they ſerved 8, e Cenlores Belg. 
Ambroſe his Works, cancel- dz {ibro Bertrami, 
ling and alterivg whole 

pages together, contrary to all: the Old Many« 
ſcriprs, as appeared by the Original Papers 
which Savarius the Stalioner ſhewed to Francis 
7Zunius, according ro which the loquificors had 


' ordered him to print that 


Edition : Lugd. An. 1659 f, f Junli Pref. ad 
Thus they left the fiory of Indicem Expurg. 
Pope Joan out of the Coples Cenj. Belg. 


.of Anaſtaſius Biblioth, 


though the Munyſciipts -had the ſald fiory in 
them as Marquar. Freberus teſtified, who-lenc 


. them the (aid Manuſcripts 


g-And I might filla Volume g Blond, Epif. 
wich Inftances of like anjuſt ante litrum de 
acalings 3; but I will onely Joan. Papiſ. c. 3+ 
add the memorable ac- 
count which Boxhornizs one of your Divinity 
Profeſſors at Lovain gives of himſelf, viz, That 
be having been employed by the Tnquifitors to tribe 
out at leaſt. fix hundred places -of the Anctenrs, 
which ſetmed to mak! againſt the. Roman Ds» 
era arints 


Ys ay  Lgdvitt th the Romain 
 \ GTzMts., Was ſo troubled in mind won it, that 
pv4s an occaſion of bis turning Proteſtanr, a 
maae him reſolve to quit that Religion - whit m 
could not defend it ſ-if with D 
h Henr: Box- out ſuch manifeſt Impoſtures 
horn. de Eucheri- And I wiſh the conſider 
ſtia, l. 3 initio. tion thereof might have the 
, ſame eff<@ up>5n you ; fo 
the matter of Fa is ſo evident, that the 114 
" Expurgatorius,. the Bok - which direRs rhe 
Falſifications, is now come Into Proteſt ent hant 
to the eternal Infamy of the Ryman Church 
Whoſe people - cannot - rationally , truft to ar 
Author which comes through thelr Prieſts dif 
honeſt hands ; And fioce fuſe Books are invet 
'xed, true and genuine - Writers altered and cor 
rupted:; or elſe wholly prohibited, if they feet 
'to make againft them ( for which cauſe Clement 
$ th, purs. the Bible Into his Index of prohibit 
Books ) and ll Editions but their own conde 
ned and burnt by the Roman Church ; the pec 
ple muſt needs - be deluded joto a perſua u4 
That all ;theſc - New , Do@rines are Primiti 
Truths, when indeed this abomioable Forging 
evidently ſhews,-that-the Pope and hls Concler 
think that both Scriptare -and ' Antiquity do 
make againſt theſe Innovations, and would dif- 
cover the Impoſture, If they were (ſuffered to 
ſpeak our; to .whom I may jaſtly apply the 
words of Arnobjus, To sntercept what is written, 
and to deſign to ſmother publiſhed Records, is not 
$0 defend the Gods, but to ſear the Teſtimony of the 
| Truth i. And becanſe Good 
t Arnob. ady, men( asS. Auguſtine ſalth) 
Genv, li, z,,, will pot deceive 5 but on 
$9 
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good nov til men would | | 
willingly be d:ceived &. I tk Aug. de wer. 
may ſuppoſe that the moſt Apoſi. Ser. 32, 
D:zyvoted Romaniſt cannot 

bur diſcery how unſafe he ls in believing, as 
thoſe men teach him, who make no Conſcience 
to invent, impoſe and pretend things never ſo 
falſe, provided they may thereby: advance thelr 
Churches Intereſt, or the'r own private ends : 
They who dare write Lies, will not be afraid to 
ſpeak them, and they who corrupt the Remains 
of the Holy Saints deceaſed, are not © be truft- 
ed with the Souls of the living; and whoever 
gives himſelf up ro ſuch Guldes, unnaturally 
chuſes hls own delufion;and deſperately hazirds 
his own ſalvation : S. Anbroſe advifeth us,if we 
chuſe a Guide, to be careful he be endued with 
two prop-rtles,* Homeſty and Pradence : for bis 
Honeſty will be a ſecurity that he will not deceive 
ks,4nd bis Prudence will prevent our ſuſpicion of 
his bring drceived bimſelf 

{. which wiſe Counſel if you | Ambvroſ. de 
follow, you maſt no longer Ofc. I. 2. c. 8+ 
adhere to theſe unfirhful 

Leaders : Nor ought you to fear to forſake them, . 
elther becauſe your Forefathers relied on them, 
or.b:cauſe the Dy&rins that they reach were 
once ſo generally reccived here ; fizce your 
Forefathers lived in an age, whercla there was 
little means to dere theſe Forgeries, whereas 
you are by Providence fallen iaro thoſe rimes, 
wherela all the diſhoneſt &rrs of that Church 
are diſcovered ſo plainly,that if your Forefathers * 
had (cen as much as you may ſee, they would ' 
have forſaken Rome long fince, and not hayelefe * 
you: 4 
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you this Obje&ion to make : Nor are the Db- 
Arines ever the betrer for being generally re« 
celved, when as they were impoſed on the world 
by (ach evil means as Force and Fraxd; which. 
being thus made evident, you can no longer 
wonder - how theſe Innovations came to be (o 
generally belicved,belng propagated by as wick- 
ed means as they were Invented for evil ends : 
So that now what the Roman Church - thought / 
would ſecure her Opinions ( if br could have - 
been kept cloſe ) muft needs make them odjous - 
{being once lald open) and the Impoſtures which / 
they deſigned ſhould tle - men ro their Church, 
will ( as ſome of thelr own DoRors have pro- 
pheſied ) be an occafion to mzke all diſcerning 
Men turn from ft ; for Re#gion is to be defended | 
{ faith Laeftantius ) not with wichtaneſs, but 
fidelity ; for if you attempt to defend Religion by 
Evil Arts, you do not de- 
m-La&ant,.Inft.' fend , but pollute and, 
lib. 6. CG, 19»,, violate it m. 


SEGCIION TY 


Whether the ſaid Opinions tend to advance the Ends: 
of trut Religion! : 


N OW though It be altogether unlikely thoſe” 
Principles ſhould be either true or good,” 
v hich ſtand in need of ſuch Arts ro propagate: 
and defend them, yet becauſe you have been ſo 
lonz2 accuſtomed to call theſe things Religlon,' 
and it is noteafie' tolay afide our rooted pre- 
poſſeſſions, we will paſs to the Third Enquiry, 
viz. hither the things themſelves br good in their' 
own nature, and parts of True Religion? Now we 
may ty thls-by- confidering what are the cndv * 


: 
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of True Religion, and whether theſe principles 
ſervero advance thoſe ends ? True Religion 


- 


therefore hath three principal ends : 1. To ad-- 


vance the honour of God. 2. To aflift us in the 


Devour worſhipping of him. g. Toteach us to - 


imitate him by a holy life and converſation. Ler 


us here therefore examine, whether the peculiar. 
Articles of the Roman Church do nat hinder. 
rather than promote theſe Eads; For if it ap-- 

pu theſe principles are diſhonourable ro Gad, . 
m 


pedimentsto Devotion, and hindrances to & 


holy life ; then thoſe Doetrines are alſo Eril In + 
their own ature, and they can be no real parts + 
of a good or True Religion : Nor muſt you re - 
tain chem becauſe you hare once judged them 


good, if upon Trial they prove to he otherwiſe; 
we muſt be firm to our principles ( ſaith Eviterw) 
yet not to all of them , but onely to thoſe which ar8 
right;zwemuſt begin at the right end,end fo(t lay the 
ſoundation by conſidering,whether our principles, 
be good or evil, and aſttr build upon that by con« 
ſtency ard firmneſs of Reſoly- 
tion n,: Wherefore letme mn Arrfanus 71j 
defire - you+ patlently-agd E2i#, 1iþ,z.c, 15, 
impartlally ta enquire, 


Firſt, If there be nor ſome of your principles * 


and praftices- which tend to the difh>nour of 
God, If it be a diſhonour to the Divire Majeſty 
for a mortal © man to contradit his Laws by 
contrary Conſiicuttons, I fear your Church 


will hardly be found innocent : For do they nor + 


command things which God hath forbldden in 
as plain words as -can be (poken, as in the caſe 
of Images, Exod. Xx. 4 ? and Prayer 


in .an mnknown Tongut,, 1 Cor. xly, 28 2 - 
RE 
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* Do they not forbid things which God hath al- 
lowed,us in the caſc of Prieſts Marriage, Heb, 
14. 4-1 Cor 7. 2. Chap. 9.5.1 Tim. 3.2. 12? 
And taking the Cup from the people ? which 
they have decreed with a Non obſtante, that is, 
notwichſtan4ing our Lord ]-ſus appointed the 
contrary. DI they not preſume to difpence 
with the very Laws of God, in many caſcs of 
Macrimony andD-yorce, of Vows, Oiths Leagu:s 


and Contra is ? So that laying «fat the Coms - 


mandments of God, Ye-hold the Tra1itions of men, 
as our Saviour ſpeaks, Mark 9. 8, Your Holy 


Father who doth all this may thiok himſelt the 


greateſt upon Earth, Burt if our Lord J:ſus tell 
us the truth, He'ſball be called the leafl inthe 
Kingdom of Heaven, Marth. g. 19 - 


Sccondly, Is it not a great derogation to an ' 


Infinite and Inviſible Belng, to be repreſented 
by an Image, and worſhipped under ſuch Re- 
preſentations? agreeable ro the worſhip which 
Heathens - gave to thelr 

© LaRant. Inf. falſe gods,” o, avd ſome 
lib. 2. cap.2 Hereticks ro-our Saviour p, 


p Irev#as adv. but contraty tothe decrees 


bereſ. l. c. 24 and praRtice of the PcImj- 


q Conci!, Eilber. - tive Chriftians, q,:and to | 


Can, 36. rhe 'great ſcandal! of My. - 
Origen,is Cell, dern Jews who call your 
lib. 7. Churches Houſes of Idols, + 


Tertull. Apo:. upon this account r. Third 


&. 30. ly, doth nor the Do&rine ' 
r Cornel.Azrip.' of Merits caſt a palpable : 


de vanit. Scien. diſhonour * upon the glo- 
C.. 5 7e rious Redemption wrought 


Tr Ang. dePoo. by Jeſus Chrilt 2 Surel am, | 


divers 


p 


catholichs of England. . IS 
divers of the Ancicnts, as 

well as of your later Writ- Apoſ Ser. 15. 

ers, think (of. Nor can B:rn,de Annu. 
we think it ro be leſs chin Sym 1. p. 12, 
Blaſphemy, which Bell ar- Durand #z$Sent; © 
mine affirmeth, viz That « (ib. 2, 43,8 qur 
man may be ſaid to be his Wald. de Saxcr. 
9 wn redeemer without any Kit. Ton. 3 Tit.r: - 
Injury to Chrift te, Doubrleſs cap. 7. 

thoſe who fanſie they t B:Jllarm ge 
can redeem: themſelves, : PaYgat. 11, 0.14» 
and ſatisfy for their own - 
fins, cannot but have a mean eſteem of Chriſt's + 
M:rits and Satlsfation. Fourchly, . Your 
praying to Angels and Saiors, eſp:ciilly the - 
bleſsed Virgio, maklig them yo. r Mediators 
and Patrons, and axking the greateſt things of : 
them, hath made .Prayers to God by Jeſus 
Chriſt ro be generally negle&ed by the Vulgar - 
people». who ſay ten times #5 many Ave * 
Marits as Pater Noſters and wickedly fanfie : 
the' Bleſſed Virgin and Ho!y Sailors are more 
compaſhonate than our Lord Jcſus. This : 
Doftrine ( falth a very wiſe man ) yth 
wrought that t genera! ' effeft in all countries * 
ſubjefi to the Papary; ; toit © min bave more 
affiin:e,” and aſſume to ' themſelves 8 greater / 
conceit of comfort in the Patronage of the 
creatures and ſervants of God, than of Gad 
bimſelſ, the » Prince and 

the Creator u.l\ fault which u S$xd. Earopz 
St, Pax! lays to Heathens Spec. p, 5, 6. 7. 
charge, Rom. 1. 25.(How 
diſhanourable muſt ir needs be, to leave 
Jeſus that ont Mtrdiater, 1 Timothy 2. 8; 
(who alyayes doth certaialy hear us and 
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Is moſt apt to piry us, and beft able to help 
- us)ro pray to God by thoſe, concerning whom 
your own Doctors doubrs, whether they know 
a: y\ thing done here *? 
*Grarlan. cauſ. avd the Scriprures plainly 
T3. qu. 2. £.19 faith they do not x. Yea 
2-Decret. Gloſs In- reaſon ſhews It is impol- 
terlin. in; la. 63. (ible they ſhould hear 
* Jod.14 21,22. many Prayers in divers 
Eccleſ. 9. 5. places at once, - To have 
Iſa. 63. , 16,” the worſhip paid to the 
| | Maſter and the Servants, 
the ſame in all outward cxprefſions, only differ- 
Ing ina nice School-difiinction, muſt needs be 
an affront ro the Kingof Saints, If you 
have any tenderneſs or zcal for the honour of 
Jeſus, It cannot but be cfenſive to you, to ob- 
Herve how your Legends tell of greater Ml- 
racles wrought by ſome of the Fabulous Saints, 
than ever Jeſus wrought. . To hear -one of your 
Church ſay, That Chriſt did nothing which $t. 
| Francis. did not do, Jed, 
yLib. Conform.' that be did mare than Chriſt 
ſol. 1149, bimſelſy. - Whas Is more * 
ivjucious..ro the honour of 
the Divin: Majeſty, than your'- $. Bonaventare's * 
purring in theineme of the Virgina Mary Into Da- 
vid's Pſalm in ſtead: of the name of God?Tohave * 
her adored by the. heath- 
z Jer. 5 18, eniſh Title of the Queen of 
Vbi videtur- eſſe Heaven z,, and invocated 
nomen Junonis O-. by the Implous nameof 
hnpie. © Mother of the whale Tris 
a Miſial, Polox., nity a! Theſe things are 
fal. 237-. rather Blaſphimy than De- 
v01208 ; 
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v0tion, and as diſhonourable to God, as they 
are diſſonant from Antiquity. Let none ( Gaith 
Epiphanius ) adore Mary 3 but why do I menti- 
01 4 Woman ? nay, not auy Man : this Reverence 
is due only to God, nor are- 

the/ Angels capable of ſuch b Epliph. adv. 
glorification b, Fifthly, the Collyridianos Pd 
ſuppoſing a neceſſity of ſu” n@. her.y 9. 
peradding the Seznts Mer- 

its, and the daily Sacrifice of the Maſs, to the 
Merit of that one Offering ſor ſin which Jeſus 
made on the Croſs, Heb. 9- 28. Is an evidence 
leſſening the value and ſufficiency of the Deattr 
of Chriſt, $ixthly, The- calling of che Holy 
Scripture a Noſe of Wax, @ 

Leadein Rule, and an Inky © Pighlus Hit- 
Goſpel c. The purting in rarch. 1b. 3, 

the Apocryphat Books, Canus,(i6,"3.C 2: 
whereln are ſome things Turrlan.in Sadel, 
wicked c, and others Dot- pag. 99. 

orlouſly falſe ey into am Þ 24, Macc. 14, 
equal rank with the 717d 42+ 

of God indited by the Spl» < Ecolel. 46. 

tir; And the making their -_ 20, 

own Traditions to be equal 2. Eſdras 6. 40. 
is value trolirf, are pal- f Concil, Tri- 
pable diſhonows ro God dent. Sefſ. 4. 

who writ the Holy Scrip- 

ture, Theſe things ( my Friends ) can hard- 
ly be reckoned matrers tending to the hone- 
our of God, unleſs you can- ſuppoſe . the 
cancelling his Lews, diſparaging: his Nature... 
undervaluing the Merits, the AMrtrcies and the 
Miracles of Jeſus by cheap and odfous 
Com» 
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Compariſons, the dimloutions of his worſhip, 
and making him ſharer with hls Servants there» 
10, and the vilifylog of hls Divine word, be no 
diſhonour to him you pretend to ſerve. 
Secondly, let us examine whether theſe Dy« 
(irines do aflift you In the Devour worſhip-: 
plog of God ?. Irls very ſuſpicious that that 
Cnurch doth not teach a right way of ſerving 
God, which decelyes you in the firſt princip'et 
of Religion, viz; That God alone is to be war»: 
ſhipped : a Sentence ſo odious to rhe Roman 
Doctors, that the Index+ Expurgatorius blots 
Ic out of the 3ndices - of S';, Athanaſius and St, 
Auguſtines Works *,'and 
E4dorari ſclius: and It they- could do ir 
Dtieft; Deleatur undifcovered, they would 
tx Ind. operym As blotiromt of the Bible allo,, 
thanafil Indice lib. Matth. 4. 10. Burt there 
probib & Expurge. it ſhall tiand for ever to 
peg. 52 Madrit.. reprove thoſe, who divide 
An. 1627. item ex © Religious worſhip between 
Ind. Op. $. Auge God and his Creatwes, 
ibid. p. $6: thereby diminiſhing that 
D:votion which latlrely 
belongs to the Divine Mejefty,fince affettions are 
moſt vigorous when placed upon one Objeft, 
and If they be diſperſed among mary, grow 
week and trifling; whence we may conclud, 
the Protefients who worſhip none bur God, is 
the greater lover of him, and worſhlps with” 
a- more united and ferycnt devorion. As for 
your publick © worſhip, It is attended with fo 
many Ceremonles - as muſt needs difturÞ the 
| Devotion as well of the Priefis as the People; ++ 
there is ſuch frequent. bowing, croſſing, proftr ati- 
0n . 
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on; ſprinkling with Holy water, beating tht breaſt 

ſmoaking with Incenſe, c.cthat the mind bs taken 

off trom a ſteady intention upon the Inward 

and main part of the Daty, whfle It Is enter- 
tained with fach varlety of outward Rites. For 
ew mind (. falth Duintilian) cannot fincertly ine 
tend its whole ſelf upon m ny things at once, what- 
ever new obj (Fit looks upon, it gives ove” the 
thoughts of that which it firſt prodound d to it jelj; -. 
And this is moſt evident where the ObjeRs are (o 

different as ſenſible and fntelleRual rings are. 

For where the Senſes and their perceptions are vi. 

gor0uſly employed, there the Intellefiyat Powers 
ceaſe to aft, ( as agreat 

Philoſopher obſerves *) So, * Porphyr. dt 

that Ic is. your Paſſions and Agfiin, (3b. 1. $41. 
your. Fancies. that: are- 

wrought opon by. theſe ourward Cerem023ts. not 
your Mind,nor the higher faculties of yourSouls; 

and therefore that which you thlok Devotion, 
I doubt is: but- a fantaſtical and falſe fire 

not kindlcd : by the love of God, nor warming 

your -nobler; Powers at all, and thoſe ſteady, 

rational ' and ſpiritual ' defires which flow from 

an undifiurbed contemplation of the Divine 

Goodnrſs, and are the very life of prayer, Tfear 

you are ſtrangers to, being ſo often taken off and 

diverted by varletle of [enſ65le Repreſentations. 

Agalo,: the making all your publick prayers ia 

an #1+bnown Tongue, deſtroys all rrue Devorlon - 
In che People ; Sc. Clemens of 4lex.: rells us of * 
ſome Heathens who thought thoſe. Prayers moſt tf- 
fetuel which where uttered 

in « barbarous Languagt*® * Clem. Alex+ 

Bur Chriſtlans know, that Stromat. 1- 

Prayer Is the deficiog fome- thing - 


'$& Advice to the Rowan 
thing of God, and if the Mind be not exerciſed 
In chis defire, ir avails nothing 3 but where the 
words are not underſtood, the mind cannot 
defire the things mentioned, fo that none can 
properly pray in an #nbnown Tongue, nor ſo 
much as raiforally ſay Amen, i Cor. 14+ 16. 
this abſurd praGiſe therefore you ( who are 
unlearned Yfpenpd the time of the publick cffices 
in admiring and gazing, not In joining with 
the Prieft or Praying. And becauſe the people 
have no ſmploymeort while the Maſs laſteth, 
they ſpend the whole time uſually In talking and 
laughing 'privatly, as thoſe who Travel in C4- 
tholick Countries do in+ 
T Europ Spc form usf And It may'occa-- 
pag. Io" fron your wonder why the 
Roman Church ſhovld ſo' 
obſiinately refuſe to reform ſo rational aCuſtom 
whichSt, Pauthath written a whole Chapter to 
condemn, 1 Cor. 14.T he force of whoſe Arguments 
& Authoritfes, hath made your wiſefi Dottors de 
clare againſt ir. ByS Paul's Doftrine({airhCard.C4- 
getan) it is better ſor the edifying of the Church,that 
Publick prayers were made in the Vulgar Tongue 
than in Latin *, To the 
* Caſtt.com. in fame purpoſe Ly'a F. And 
x Corinth. 14.17; your Romiſh Annotators 
T Lys. in Loc, ſay, When « man prayeth 
in 4 firange Tongue which 
bimſelf underſtandeth not, it 38 not ſo ſruitſull for 
Inſliruftion to him, as ifbe 
[| Rhem.Teff, 4% be knew particularly what 
#0t. 01 1 Cor. 14+ he prayed ||. Gabriel Biel 


alſo gives ſeveral Reaſons | 


why Prayers ſhoud be ina knw; Tongue-fayivg. 
t 
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It is better x For tiring «p Devotion, 2 for enlight- 
ening the Mind, 3. for retaining the things in 
memory, 4- for kreping the 
thoughts from wandering *, * Gab. Blel in 
Yet your admired Church Can. Miſ}, LetÞ.62. 
will opople Reaſon and 
S$cripture,& deprive al the Common people that 
are of her Communlon of the exerciſe of their 
Devyorlon in herOffices, rather than ſo far ſeem 
to confeſs a fault, as to amend Ir;chufing rather 
to let you loſs the benefic of worſhipping God, 
than to reform the moſt unjuſt Cuffoms which 
ſhe hath once eſpouſed 3 bur ( if you be wiſe) 
If that Church will not pray in ſuch a Language 
as you can joyn in, you will go over to the 
Church of Eng{ard, where you may Pray with 
the Spirit and with the underſtanding alſo. In the 
next place your Private Prayers, are not (o 
good a way of worſhipping God, as orher 
Chriſtians have : The Images and- Piftares, 
which the Heathens firſt taught your DoQors 
to call The Books of the un- 
learned *, and whichace * Porphyr. ap. 
placed before you in-time Euſeb. .Prepar. K+ 
of Prayer, are no help but wang. lib. 3. | 
an hinderance to all true 
Devotion 3 for while your lips are repeating 
he Oraiſons, your mind 1s taken up with the 
cautie,colour, lincament s and workmanſhip of 
the Image : ſo that your own Conſcieace will © 
rel] you by theſe diverfions you ofren drew near 
to "Gol with your lips, when your hearts are far 
from bim, which Is a viin worſhip, Matth. 15.8. 
And the Ceſuiſts of your Church, foreſeeing 
that Images would take off the attention, have 


determins 
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determined moſt impiouſly,That it is not tttfſary 
to prayer that the perſon pray« 

 * Suarez, de O- ing ſhould (> + Sung + he 
Yat. lib. 30,14. & ſpeaks *, A Dodrine ſuic- 
-Salmeron, able enough to that ſlight 
and formal worſhip which 

your Church appolnts; and the ordinary 
people among you thipk they have prayed 
ſufficiently, when they have pattcr'd overſo many 
{Uicele 0r43ſons as agree to the number of thelc 
Btads;a new invention where 
+ Bellonll biſ- in Papiſts andTurks agree+ 
{for. obſ, 1. 2- 0.72- which came not into the 
| 43 Dom 1099 Church till all-ſeriovus De- 
votion was ceaſed || it being 

' a ſign he minds his Prayers but liccle,that needs a 
"ſtring of Beads to reckon them by;yer theſe beads 
: (faith one of yourAuthors) are now the chief 18- 
ſiruments ofthe bypocrites c9- 

* Polid. Virgil anterſeitDevotion*.Iſhal nor 
"de invent. rer 1.5. ravel into the body of your 
cap. 9+ Prayers,fince the author of 

' the Refl: ions on the Romi(ſh 
' Devotion hath ſufficiently done this;bur Icannot 
but remark, that the repeating Ave Maria,t the 
name of Jeſus ſo many times over, as in thoſe 


-the nameof Zeſss is thrice mentioned in each Pray 
- er.& cach Prayer Is ordered to be (aid Tentimes 


- repeated in your Litanies with no petltion- 
annexed bnt 0r4 pro nobis. This way of praying 
{5 fo far from agreeing with the Primitive wor- 
ſhip of God among the Chriſtiens that It is evſ> 
»gcntly derived from that Heathen at 


fifceen lictle prayers In the Pſalter of 7e/us,where , 


 overz and thoſe numerous names of Saints * 
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of praying by reptating a bundred names of Dtities 
together, interpoſing nothing 
but O bear is *; and in this * Selſen de Diis 
manner Baals Priefis are Syrls, pag $2.Sants 
ſuppoſed to pray, 1 King. berius de Sacrifice 
18, 26, Burt Jeſus ſaith to - Cap. 13+ P4g+296s 
Chriſtians, when ye pray, uſt 
not vain repetitions, asthe Heathens do,for thiy think 
that they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking: 
Ma.th. 6.7. Whereſore though you have ad- 
mired this trifliog way of worſhip, when you 
knew no better, yet if you would acquaint your 
ſelycs with the ſolid and rational way otpraying 
preſcribed in the Church of England ( wherein 
great things, in an exa& method, io plain and 
proper phraſes, and in a-4nown- Language, are 
asked of God alone [a the name of 7-ſus Chrift) 
you would eafily leave off rhoſe for ma/,vainand 
and ſuverficial Devotions, which c:n neither 
be acceptable to God, nor profirable unto your 
ſelves. 

Thirdly, Ler us'paſs to the laft of theſe par- 
ticulars and enquire, If the DofFrints of Rome, 
differing from thoſe of \England, do tend to 
Promore our imitating God, by a holy life and 
converſation z without which all our worſhip 
Is In vain; For it js « folly and miſtrable trronr 
(faith St. 4vgu{tine ) to humble your ſelf before him 
in adoration, to whom you chuſe to be unlike in 
converſation, and to give bim religious worſhips 
whoſe ex ample you will not follow ; fince the ſuns 
of all Religion is to imitate 
him you worſhip *. Now * Aug. de (its 
there are ſeveral Principles Dt, lib. $, (+17, 
of the Roman Church 

—_— which 
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which ſeem to hinder an boly life, as firſt, The it 
cuſtom of Conje/ſong to « Prieſt Weekly or F 


- monethly, rogerher with the 4b/olution following 
of courfiong upon this Confeſſson, this is ( 1 fear) 
a great hinderance to amendment of life; at 
which it pretends to alm, for while men relie 
on this remedie they go on wichour fear in 
thoſe f1ny for which they have fo caſica care at 


hand, like thoſe who venter without ſcruple Þ 


on dangerous Meats, -becaufe they have their 


114 


Phyſicians beſide them s; *Tls true there is a FY/ 


Penance enjoined ſomerimes, but ir ls fuch a 
one as the rich may buy off,and the poor may 


undergo, and yer both retain the fin, becauſe | 


the Penance Is not irs proper cure 3 the going 
in Pzlgrimages, giviog monty, (aying or reading 
over (ſuch proportions of Legends orlictle chiming 
prayers, with others far more impercinear, tend 
not to retifie a vicious habit, and a plaiſter on 
the Toe may as ſoon cure the Head-ach as theſe 
Penance effec a Reformation, or obtain a par, 
don at Gods hands, And yet all men ſee, when 
the day of Confeſſion is over, and the Penance paſty 
that you are generally confident of a pardon, 
and fancy you begia upon a new ſcore, Ir is 
nor eafie ro enumerate all the devices which 
your Church hath invented to convey Pardon 
of Sins, Holy water, Relicks of Saints, viſicing 
ſome certain Chr ch?s, ſaying ſome cercain Pray- 
ers, making Oblations of Monty to ſuch and ſuch 
uſes, Indxlgences, and other ſuch things, (o 
that he that hath money need never want Pardon 
from Rome; bur alas, theſe things can. pever 
really rake away the guilt offin, and yet they 
emboldea men to cqmmir many; For the nay 
$1 4ae 
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itude of Sinners ancreaſeth, when hope 25 given 
bat jim mayb: bongbt off, aud mes teſely fall 
to thoſt ſins for whith Monty wall purchaſe their, 
nardoit ; as Arnovins (aid vo the Heainens wha 
cl11«d on (uch like fantaſtt- 
al means of Remiſſion *; * Arnob. adv. 
nd we may (ay of the Gent?s. (3b. 7, page 
aides of your  Chuich, -2156, 
is Seneca in a like, caſey : 
They fon more in ſuch Abſolutions, than the Offender, 
{ith in_tbe Crime T For by | 
perlwading men 4bey cay ,:f Senec.Ep, 99 
ve Remiſſimn on (o caſte 
Ccrms, they make them ſecure Sefore they are 
afe, becauſe Almighty God, who only finally 
an Remlr, never promlied Pardon on theſe 
erm ,1ad it iy only ghoſe. who ſorſake as well ag 
onfeſs:, cher fhus to. whom hewill thew zercy; 
Troy. 28,13. Andif either the Pope br atly of 
Is Subi{itutts, pretend to have power to ſor 
ive fjns on any other Terms, they abuſe thoſe 
ho are (o weak to betieve them, and make therry 
prfeir cheir Souls ( I doubt) for the ſad price 
frhis Cerdullty: St, Beþl faith iruly, TH poroth 
Aoſaluing was not abſolutely gion, but 991 
pudition of the Penigent Al; 
formation *, And weelt *:Baſil. reg. bart, 
c people mare fincerely,  quz 15. | 
atif a Prieſt Abſolve them ; 
thouſand times over,and if they give neverſa« 
ch Alone, wkhout amendment of Hfethey can 
vs £0 pardon,accordine | zh yn VP ga 
Scripture, it ſelfreacheyf 11 + Mic. (6! 9, 
1 the Holy Faihers lp Joh 5 


/ . 


hon giveſt af tha; thou haſt , and aoft not for 
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ſakt thy ſins, thou art twice atceived, both in lf 
| | ing thy Monty and Pardas 

|} Auguſtin. - bo. eſo {| Again, as if r 
mil 2; t# $5. bom, Roman Church defignet 
+ to: make men chink the 
own attual Holineſs were never neceſſary, they 
have other devices to perſwade you into a bell 
of coming off well at the end of your life, how 
ſoever ill you have ſpent ft; The Hereichs) 
Tertullians time (aid, It was « meritorious thing 
| to be of thtir partie ®'At 
*F Tertul.dePre- you are told it is.a read 
ſerip. adv. Rertt. way of S:1lvarion to die 
cap. 41- the Communion of t 


Roman Church, and if you can but receive rhe 


Sacraments of that Church, and be Abſolvedh 
one of thelr Prieſts, you ſcarce doubt of obrait 
ing /Heayen. at laft;- and if you have no go 
works of - your own, they wade you, th 
Ckurch:cav ſell you the M&rs of the Safbi 
or if you ſhould drop intoPsrgatery by the way 
the youu of that ( they ſay ) are not emdlg 
and if you ;glve /ibrraily-on yout Dearh-beds, þ 
If any other afterwards give for you, ro purchl 
ſo many Maſſes andiorher Prayers for your Sol 
you. will cre ylong be deffvered from thetin 
All which notorious deluſions do miſerably 4 
cceive poor men,and moſt-miſchicvouſl; encd 
rage them to. -put off their-Repentance, and 
reſolve not to be troubled” with holineſs Int 
ly fince they fancy they ſhall come off lo ex 
I the end, . And alas they are as falſ 

ey are Miſchicvous! for: the Andent | Fathe 
unenimouſly affirm no many eſtate can be alt 
xd after this life, 
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Catholicks of England. 6y 
waens life finds him, ſo thelaſt 

day of the world finds bim*. * Auguſtin. E- 
Nor will any thing btlp thee piſt, 80. 

( falth Sr. Auguſtin) but + dem. de Vithe 
What 3s done white thow Apoſt. Str. 21» 

art here F Our of innumer- 

able ſuch Tefilmonles,thar of St Salvien may _ 
ſerve: Although « man ſhould have ſo pious < 
Son who ſor alleviating his Fathtrs puniſhment, 
would arſzre to give dil the goods bt left bebind 
him, it would do bim no good, for the Pitty of 
the Son cau do nothing to procure that Refi to'e 
man aſter death which bis own Impiety and 
4 1nzficlity bath denied bin 

{vl Finally theſe and the like {| Salvian anB 

ind Principles make (0 many ©leſ. Cath, (ih 
infamons men and women, 

ſo many Toieves and Mwrtherers, debauched and 
prophan: perſons to take Sexnfiuery In the 
Roman Church, becauſe the Textts thereof ſeenn 
not to oblige them to forſake thelr evil ways, 
but reconcile wickedneſs and F4lvation together: 
ſo that this Religion rends not to perſwade 
men to Holineſs of life, and therefore 1s no good 
Religion. 1 grant there are ſome perſons in thar 
Church who live berrer than theſe-Openions end 
gage them todo, and do not draw thoſe Cotte 
clufions into their praQice,which naturally fol. 
low from theſe Principles 3 bur that Is only an 
evidence of the excellent veriue of ſuch Pere 
ſons, but no proof of the goodneſs of theie Das 
Grincs; and if theſe men, be Holy In a Re- 
ligion which gives fach encouragement to evil, 
doubileſs they would be more holy by far, if 
they were taught better things; 1 ſhall only _ 
D 2 that 
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that as the Roman Church is too Looſe In mat+| 


-ters pertainitg'to Go#s Laws, ſo fheis tos i136 
in matters pertaining to her own Con{titul201s, 
like. the Old Phariſres who Tithed Mint and At 
n*ſe,and neglefird the weighter matters of the Law: 
Matt. 23. which is a great obſtrufilon to 
real "Holineſs, when men place Religion in Cert 
monies, and fight things, for while they att 
curious In theie matters, rhey neglect greater, 
and think by obferving the Rules of the Church, 
the y compenſate ſor paſjing by the Lawsof God; 
"Yeur own Ordinar Gloſs faith, Toat 3s Suptis 
"(b#ti on, when Religion is plactd in obſerving the 
Ordinancts of men *, And 

* Gloſs, Ordiz. If fo, then your wonderful 
ad Cvloſ, 2. ſiritneſs In Croſſing, Bow- 
Fe | ing, uling Holy water, Ab 
ftinirice on ceriata days, wearing Croſſes, &t 
fa which '' you have' placed fo much: Religion, 


| 


are no berter than''Saperſiztion, Itr- cinnot be 
denied, that moft - RymenCatholicks are more 
afraid ro ex1'f{h on 2 Faiting day than to curſe 
or ſwew 5 they will' be &14#% on # Haly day 
"which Gd forbids, - bur 'nor.-work on Ic becaul 
the | Church: for bids + ir, mauny of them'da 
*fornicate'and dtbauch, whodare not peglett Col 
fefron, nor” fead & book written by a ſuppoſed 
Heretich + And generally,” they are punttual it 
croſſing, ſpritkling, 'bowing and obſerving A 
"Orders of the Cherch, even ſuch as live in the 
n breach'of Gods Commundments, and yet 


fatcit 'rHemiſelves \more ſure of Heaven than 


the moſt - pious #nd Holy' Proteſtant : Thus thi 


Reliplott is t99 firi## where God gives us mai 
liberty, atd -00- ren f where. his Holy . | 
& Q 23th 
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hath bound us with Erernel and Indiſpenſable 
b14s; and Ir*y/defigned w promote O91:4zence to 
t't Roman Churchy racher than Inward holineſs 
towards God; The effec of zl] whici Confider, 
a:io1s is this; That whoſoever fincerly defires 
to glortie God & worſhip him with arationel De. 
v9tion, and whoſoever would imitate him by a 
Ho!y © life, ought 'not to chuſeror retaliſuch a 
Religion whoſe Prin:ipies trend fo evident'y to 
tic diſhonour of Gods Nime,the hinderarce of 
true devorion, and to the rendering a Holy 
| life unneceſſary: And as ft, was proved betore, 
that the appropriated Articles of theRomenFaith 
were not Ancient, nor induced for pious ends, 
nor propagated by honeſt m:ans :: fo-now its 
evidenced, the Articles are not good intheir 
own nature, and therefore there iz no reaſon 
why you ſhould not renounce them, unleſs you 


retain them fn meer Revtrence to the Antho« 
rity of the Pope who doth impoſe them, which 
Matter is the Subje& our of laſt 'Enqulrics. 
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SECTION. V, 


whether the Roman Biſhop bave ſufficient Auth 
orzty to zmpoſe the- ſaid Opinions upon all Chriſtis 
an Churches ? 


your Doors tlee to at this day for the de« 
fence of yourPrinciples is,that the Biſhop of Rome 
the ſole Vicar of Chriſt, the Injailible and only 
Fuage of controverſues, and the Supream Head 
of the univerſal Church; and hereby their Ad« 
Herents are awed into the retaining all hiOt- 
crees of what nature ſocver they be, Bur lev 
me beg leave ts adviſe you not to lay ſo much 
Krel(s upon theſe Titles and Authority, till you 
have ſeriouſly examined by what Right the Popy 
lays claim ta chem 3. for his power had need be 
very great, and-his Proofs very good upon the 
Credit. whereof, yoo receive ſo many new and 
ſuſpicious Articles of Religion, ſome of which 
we ought not to receive thongh preacked by an 
Angel : Gal. 1. 8. 9. And firſt, though we 
fiand not much upon Titles, you may note,thut 
the nam* of Vicar of Chriſt is never given to the 
Pope In che firfli Ages,and when this Title came 
jnro uſe, it was not appropriated to che Biſhop 
*Eaſeb, Pap. De. of Rome,bur other Biſhops 
cret. Ep. 3: & Priefts areſtyled Vicars 
f Epiſt. Wil.Se. Chrift allo even by a Pope 
non- 4p. Hoveden, of Rome? asalſo by an Bs 
An 11718 doubred fri:od of the R& 
|| Legibas, Hy. man Church, & by our owt 
denſ. ap.Spelm. Saxon Law ||: So that SY 


Tom, 1.9 4g-440. 


He Laft, and almoſi the only ſhelter thatY 
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is no reaſon for the Roman Biſh»p to challenge 
any propriety in this Tile, or any ſpectal 
priviledge by vertue thereof, Secordly, As to 
an Inſeilible Fudge and the Supream Head of 
the Catholick Church throughout the World, 
you may remember we have proved, there are 
more Chriſtians tn the World who deny this 


Supremacy of Rome, than there are who do ac, 


knowledge ir: And It che b<lief of this Infale 
lible H:ad;hip>e the reaſon why you "receive 0+ 
therArticles of Faith, then this is the moſt fund- 


 mencal Article of all others, avd ovehr ro be 


the beſt atreſted: And Itfour Lord" Jeſus had. 
deſigned to make Sr. Peter and his, Succeflors 
at Rome ( not' at. Anif0ch.) futh Supreme tnſal- 
lible” Judges, we may expect he wouid have (er 
down this Article plainly in xoly Scripture, 
and not have left hls fole vifible Y;ce-gerent to 
the ſuſpicion of. bearing witneſs ro himſelf. As 
for that place Metth 16. Thoy «rt Peter, and wp- 
on this R"Ch will I build my Church: - tris indeed 
by the Popes fn thelr Forged Decretals ex-' 
pounded as a confirmation ofthelr pretences ta 
Supremacy, bur the Fathers take this Roch: not 
for $r. Peter's perſon, but for his Faith which he. 
confeiled,and for Chrift himſelf che obj:& there» 
of: So St, - uguſtin *. Na- 

glarynF, gf. Cyil\ Se * Aug. de verb. 
Chryſolome * Sr, Ambroſef Dom, Str. 13: 

and Hilary |) *expoun4 the T Naz\anz. Teſt. 
place z and If (o, this be. de Yet. Teſtamn. 
longs no more to St. Peter, | Cyril ,de Triz, - 
than to the reſt of the lib 4. 
Apoſtles, who confeſſedche * Chryſoft. bom. 
(ame Faith, and belongs. 55. in Matth, 
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*Ambrof. CoM. 
3n Epheſ, 2. 


« . Advice. to the Roman 


ng otnerwile to the-Popgy 
than as he varies not from 
Sr, Peter's Faith, and (6 


| Hilar. de Tran far It b:lengs to all Ortho. 
lib. 2, (ap. 6. dox Biſhops with rc{peR 
| to- thelr ſeveral Churches; 

avd for the K/ys of the Kingdom of Heater, ver, 
19. they were given az, wuch to the other As 
Apoſtſes ,as to St. Veter, Matt, 17-:18.( as allo che 
foreſaid Fathers do obſerve ) being equally 
ſharets, in the Power of the byes, and all 
Faundations as well as Sc, 


« ug. in Johan Peter * , fo that St, Cypris, 


Trad. 118. an -plaiply rells us, Toe reſt 

Ambral,jn Plal. of. ) » Apoſiles were as greab: 
. &5 St. Perer, e14ewed with. 
Origen, in Matt. aus 7qual hare of Honowr 
Tratf. 1... and Power tf; Nor do we 

Hilarlus de Trz+ find .. that ever St. Peter 
Fit. [. 6. pretended to any Power: 


 Hiergn.Za Jayin.. - over the other Apoſtles,. 


BBÞ. 3. . Peter, . Jamys aud Jobyg 


* C\prede Unite - though preferred - by -Cbriſh 


Eccle/, ( ſalth Exſebins ) before the. 


reft, challenged not to theme, 


ſelves the g'ory of Primacy, but chiſe James the 
Jaft, Biſhop of the Apofiles ||+ 


Zuſeb E:clef. Apd W any v ec greateli It; 


bi(t. le 2, G1 wisS Sts. amis, who was: 


P.cſicent in that \firlk: F 


Counch at F-raſalem, and did iererming the 
Qurftion theres though 

FAA. 15 13 St. Petty Wis prefent? Yea, 
Clemens B ihop of Rome 10 


the fic decretal Epilile (4 gaod cyjdevice as 
"£1 gaipſt 
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pg] giinſt the Thv=ntors thereof )) (iyles this very 


Sr. Famrs, Biſhop of Bi(bods, governing the Holy 
Church of the H:brews at Jerulalem, and 41ſo 41! 
the Churches, . which were x 
every where founded by the F Decret. Epiſt. 


es Þ Providence of GodF An4 an. Clement. I. 3n The 
tf Ancient Council calls 75r tsl. Epiſt. 

As i ſalem th: Anther of all | Con:il. Cons 
ne | Churches || 3 but as for the fant, Ep 4dDam. 
ly & Prima:y of Rome, there Is 

ILF no genuine Author for the firſt Three. Centurits 
ty ft rakes any notice of ir, dna 

rf FEneas Sylvizs * after- * Mine. Sylv. 
dF wards Pope confeſſeth, Ep. 288. 

Ik There Was little reſort pazd 

h | to Rome before the Nicene Counci!, Tf Polytyates 
f,.j 22 1\ the 4/izn Biſhops hed kiown of this Infyl- 
e-| lib;lity and Supremacy, they would not haye 
”| oppoſed Pope Yjifor's Opinion, nor deſpiſed 
r: | his Excomnunication (o boldly as they. did; 
i»: | nelther would 1renexs { who calls the Biſhops 
's | of Rome no more bue Presbyters ) have preſumed 
& | to reprove the ſame YiAor for, his grroggrce 
ef and andiſcretion, as we TRE 

«i$ find_he did * Sr. Cypriaxy_ *Enuſeb. Pele. 
t: | furely. neyer heard of this Ei, l,.s..c. 24. - 
[of Powgr of the: Reman, Bi... , oO. 
t; hg, who calls, Ca nelzus Bilhap of that $42.50 


more but Brother apd, Co{ergae, and glvcs co 
Pape: Stephen Ws Succellor at Ramnegthe Thiles of 
Fa!ſ: apoile, Schiſmatich,. jrieng to _Hireticks, 
ani memy to Chri/tians: utcerly delpiſing is 
Talgenent,and not regard- - 
02 his Deterninetions Þ f Cyprian. 4d. 
> Bſtles if this Suprema'y Pompel. Ep. 94. 
Mid been beitevcd io the D 5 hiſt 


Li - Aauice t8 tht Roman | 
fcſt Ages of | the Church, the Romer Biſhops. 
ſenſ® would have been enquired of concerning 
all conroverted places of Scripture his Decrees 
cited to filence Heretichs and all appeals muſt 
have been made finally ro him $ He alſo ſhould 
have called and preſided in all eminent Councils, 
whereas Cardinal Cuſanus affirins That the Emper, 
Ours Or their Deputies were 
{| Cuſan. de Cone. Preſedents in Eight General: 
Cor. Cath.l. 3.c.6. Councils|| Nor did the 
Fourth General Conucll at 
Chalcedon ſuppoſe that theRomarBiſhop had any 
Supremacy given him from Chriſt, when thar 
Councl! ſaith, Rome hath . 7uſt'y hai the Privi- 
ledges gzvin unto it by the Fathers, betauſt it was. 
the Seat of tus Empire; and for the ſame reaſon 
they grant rqualPriviledges. 
© Conczl. Chal, to the Biſhop of Conflanti«. 
Can. 28. An.451. mople *yea,s.GregoryBiſhop 
| of Rome faith, the Fathers Þ 
of the Council of Chalcedon were they who offered 
bis Predeceſſors the Title of Univerſal Bifkop, | 
which yet they accepted 
* Gregor. Epi not f: And to convince 
lib, 9..Ep. 30... us that this &1ziverſal Sups 
| premac is a late Device, it. 
is evident, - that Ir' was nor only urknown to os, 
thers jn the firſt Age, but to the very Popes, 
themſelves, as theſe few Inftances will ſhew: 
Liberius Biſhop of R:me An. 350. ſending the, 
Confeſſion of his Faith ro 4thanafSus defireth his. 
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*. Carnore 
[| 4nd when the Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople began to call || Arhanaf. Ep; 
hl nſelf U1verſal Biſhop, aa Epicter, 
Pope Gregory in his Epiſtle 
t5 Mar itius the Emperour faith, He admires at 
the Arrogance of aſſuming this New Title, which 
none of the Biſhyps of Kome h44 ever accepted of, 
a Title blaſphemous to Chriſlian Ears ; and with 
m1Dy orher words he invelghs againſt this Title, 
as unfic for anyChrifien Biſbip,as may be ſeen ar 
large fn his Epics, & in his 
Epiſtle ro Eulogius Patri- * Gregor. Epiſt. 
arch of 4/:x4n4ria he is diſ* eb. 2. ad Miurrir 
pleaſed that Eulogius wriggs Epi(s. 32, 36, 28. 
to him by the proud Title of 
U 1lverſal Biſhop, deſiring him wholly to ſorbear 
that Language, for(faich he)Toat is a diminution to 
you, which is afforded to another beyond what reaſon 
doth r1quire:And he there celis Eulogius, That the 
Council of Chalcedon bad offered this Title to the 
Old BiſYops of Rome, but 
they would not accept ofit +; + Gregor, Fyi(t. 
Of which he gives this lis. 7 Ep. 30. 
Reaſon In an other Epiſite, 
»--»- brcauſe if one Patriarch be called Ualverſal, 
the name of Patriarch 35 
taken from the veſt || And fo || Idemn. 13b. 9, 
little did Pope Biniface Epiſt. 36- 
think of deriving his Supre- 
macy from Chriſt, that with jntreaty he 
obtained of the larrud 
Ing Enperour Phocas * | Breda de6.etct. 
to decree, That the _F Paul. Dlacoms 
Roman Church ſhould rer. Ron. libs 13, 
be head of all Churches; *, Hiſtor.Longob.lih, 
as the Ancient Hiftoriins | 4. cap. 11. 
vithels 4.But this imperial Con- 


Is 2nd. 9 


"2 Advice to the Roman | 
Cun''iturlon will ſcarce 

" Anafſtal. Biol. Vit. Juſtifie the Supremacy and 
Booif, Tertii. Furiſdiftion. which the 
Ado etat, Sext, Pope now claimeth over all 
Rep. Chyon. |. 1. the World, and it utterly 
Almon, &e geſt, deſtroys the prerences of a 
France, /.4. c.4 D:vine Rizhr to fr. Ir would 
be 100 redioOus to reliie at 

large all the ſteps by which che Biſhops of & we 
artained ro their preſent G-andeur; ] ſhall 
therefore only norte, thzt- the firſt” Ages b. gan 
early to complain of his Encreachments and Ambi. 
tion * and all ſucceeding 

* Firmilleous a4 Vimes frequently oppoſed 
Cypr, Ep. 75. the Pope's Pretrnces here- 
In; The Six'h Council of 

| Carth:ge allowed nor his 

* Concil. 6, Car- cliim of Apprals * The 
thag, An. 419. Biſhops of France complain 
of his ſending a Legate ro 


Dedic:te a Church there, as an undue AR, con». 


erary to the Ancient Canons, and al! Primitive 
Conftilrutlons, For though ( (alth the Hiſtorian ) 
the Bilhop of Rome, ſor the dignity of his Apoſtols- 
ea! Seat, be more venerable than other Biſhops, J't 


it is not lawſul for bim in eny thing to tranſgriſs 


the Tenor of Cattonicdl rults; end as tuery Biſhop 
of the O"thodox Church is the Spouſe of his own Ste, 


and repreſents the perſon of our Saviour f» tt cann't 
egreeto any Biſhop, boldly to aft ary thing in the | 


Dioceſs of another * the 

* Glaber Ro- like checks the Pops fre 
eul;h. bif. (iþ. 2, quently received for, me'l- 
$4Þ. 4. +1 Jug mm France, from the 
ie Princes of that Nation 
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+ Ahout that time allo tlic 
B (hops of, Italy complain. 
ed of the Roman. Wſurpation 
to the Parrlirch of Cons 
ſtantinople, as appears by 
Photius's Letter, in anfver 
to that complainr, excant 
in Cardinal Baronins * And 
there are many like Ex+> 
amples 4a the H fioriaus of 
thoſe Agcs, wherelo-- this 
bald Ju:iſdiction began 
firſt rob: exerciſed in this 
Wellern part of Europe * 
And to this very day the 
Churches of F-a1ce do little 
valuc the Pope's Supremicy, 
though ln other Opinions 
they agree with the Roman 
Church , 23 may be (een in 
the French Wruers F And 
It is not long ſince the Ring 
of F- ance was about to rake 
away his Nations deptnience 
from Rome, by ercfing the 


Arch viſhovrick of Burge: 1 


Catholicks' of England. 73 | 


T Vite  Ludoy, 
Pii a: P. Pithao 
edit, An. £63. 

Anual, Franc. 4 
P. Fichi&o 0d, An. 


_ * Photius Con« 
fiapr. Ep. Encycl, 
«> Baron, An.853. , 
$ 42, 


* Conſtit Imper.d | 
Godaitto Tom. 1s 
Pag. 24. 25. 
Loi-pr:nd.Ticin, 
hiſt. lib. 6. cap-9, 
& 10 
f Bochellus [. 6, .. 
ae Drcrer, Eccleſ. 
Gil ic tit. 25 

P::/hxrus ar 11h, 
E--lil. Gillhican. 
3.S- 3 813, 


in:o a Pat'zarchait. And now, why ſhould you : 
be aved 1oto the beitef of evil ard i: conventear 

Do ins by a pretended Supremacy. notgiven 
by Chrift, not challenged »y rhe beſt Popes nor 
acknowledged by the firft Ciariltizns, nov much 
regarded by ſome C1rhalick Country es ? Why 
ſhould you b: er[] v'd by an 44 bority gain'd hy 
fraud and policy, confirmed by force and cruel. 
ty, calzrged by diyidiog Chiiſtiza Princcs, by 


the 


bw s/o er 
the undermining - che Empire, and oppreſſing 
many. Ecclcfiafiical and Temporal perions in 
their juſt Rights ? Why ſhould you fear to re- 
pounce an Lſurped f pppoycy: fince what is 
unjuf ly ſeired on at firſt, can ntver be legally enjoy- 
ed, nor is it confirmed by the 
* LL. B2filic. 1, longeſt preſcription of Time * 
Io. tit. 1. & Balſa- as the Civil Law (peaks ? 
mon xot, #n Concil, I muſt confeſs 1 cannor ſee 
Ancyran. p.378. that any Chrifilans without 
the Pale of hls own Dioceſs, 
are obliged ro owne him further that by the re- 
ſpe& due to a Biſhop of an anclenrt Patriarchal 
See; nor (o ſar neither, if he be not content with 
= _ and keep not: clole to the Piimitive 
Faiths 


SECTION. 


————. 


POTTERS . Of ENPTand,. - 
SECTION VL 


Phether the Pope bath any Right to exerciſt a Turiſe 
dition over England, 


UT fince my Diſcourſe Is direted parth-- 

cularly co the Catholicks of England it will 
be moſt confiderable to enquire, whether the: 
Rnman Biſhip cen juſtly tlaim any Authority over 
them? and ( if Prejudices were - l:1d afide)Þ 
doubr not but ro make it evident, rhat the Pope 
neither bath nor ought to have any Authority over 
this Nation. For firft, let ir be& confidered that 
Britain was the firſt of the Provinces, which did 
publichly profeſs. the Faivh of | 
Chriſt, (alth Sebellicys *  '*'$abellic- £21. 
which is alfo atteſted by 7. lib. 5. + 
other more Ancient Wrir- T Tertul. 44v. 
ers + $o that ichs agreed on Jud. c. 9. 
all hands, here Was a true Theodoret. de 
and perſe& + Church| of cur. Grzc. aff. Sere 
Chriſt near five hundred 9. 
years before they had any 
Communicatlon-: with the Bſhop of Rome, or 
knew one. ſyllablt'of this: foundarion-Article of 
the Modern + Falth-of that: Church, viz of the 
Pope's aniverſal Supremacy : It hs allo certain the 
Church of Britein was nor ſubje& ro Rome at the 
r1me of the Firſt General Council ar Nice 3 And 
In the Sixth Canon of thar Council,it Is decreed 
concerning the three Patrierchs JurlſdiRions, , 
That the Ancient cuſtom ſhould be eſtabliſhed, that © 
Agyprt, Libya and Pentapolis ſhould be ſubjeft to 
8ht Biſhop of Alexandrla,becauſe the Biſhop of m_ | 

$94 bad .: 


n6 | "Advice to the Roman 
had the like Cyſlom, and likewiſe ſo it was at 


| ſhould be preſerved totheir 

+ Can. 6. Concil. Charchts, &c. * Now the 
Nic-n, juxt. Dio- Ancient Cuſtom and Privi. 
py(. Ex1ig- ledge of this Church, of 
Britain theo was to govern 


arch, and the Pope could nor uſiirp any Dominie 
on here afrerwards , withou: trapſgrefling this 
Canon: of che-moaſt famau3, Grneral . Counczl ; 
eſpectally if we conſider how this Cinon was ex- 
pounded io Rufitus's days, wiz. That Rome 
(hould have the Government of the Suburbicarian 
Churches * And the Ancient 

*: Hſtors': Ecoleſ. Survey of the Imperial Pro, 
lib. 1. 6. 6. vinits will tell you what 
ag the Subarbicarian Region 
was, viz. Three Iſl :nds, Sicily, Sardinis, and 
Corſica, and part of 1!a;y, from the Eiſt-cnd to 
the border of T{cary Weſtwerd : And this was 
all the ancient cxicii off the Roman Biſhops Ju» 


tropotis-of 4'//44n, which Church of old paid pg 


n:ral Council of Ephrſus An. 434. it was deoreed, 


SF Tyat in 4!! Dioceſrs and Provinces. it ſhould heres + 


after be 6*ſerved, That no Bi hap (bould bencefyre 


” formerly and from the baginning  bten under the 


Ca2..$.. mult break alſo, before 
n py Foe cap aſſume a power ' over 
the 


Antioch, and in other Provinces the Priviledges | 


it ſelf. without ſu5j:ctiop to any Farcigo Parrl» 


riſdiRion, the reſt of Italy being unler the, Me. 


$»bj:(i0n to Rome 5 much k(s could any he Aug - 
to him from Britain. Again, in the Third,Ge- - 


F. . ward lay bold of another Provinct, which had not © 
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. | power. of thtty predeceſſors ' 
o* Conc#l, Epheſw * which, .Caoon the Loſe | 
be-4 
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Catholichs of England. Wi 
the Church of te wn with the Iſland of - 
Cyprus.and ſome other places, was its -own head 
( as choſe Times phraſed it) and ſubjet ro no 
forcign Patriarch: So that when Auguſtine the 
Monk (coming over to conver; the Pagan 
Sat ons ) required the Br3tz/þ Biſhops to profeſs 
Subjeftion to the Se of Rome ;they did by vire - 
rue of theſe Canons refuſe Ir,tel/Iing blm:They:had 
« Patriarch of thtiy own, t0 whom alone they were - © 
ſubjeft in Spiritual things wnder God: And 
Dinothus Abbot of Banchor by divers Arguments 
ſhewed, they owed no Syubje ion to the Roman , 
Piop : as 4n Q1d Hiſtorian 
 nforms us * 40d! according» Y-Geofr. Mon. 
ly the Britiſh . Biſhops re-. de Aug. verſ. fitte-. 
tained their Old - Rites- wi 2300 
different from Rome, and kept their Old Privi- 
ledges, bejog conſecraed by the Archbiffiop of 
$i, Davids. and he by his own Suffragans, mak. 
ing no-Profeſſion of Subyttion to. any other Chu chy 
(-Girh their - Hiſtorian *' 
which continued -tHl the *+Gyrald; Camb, 
days of King Henry the Firſt, 1tin. l. 2: C1. 

The S«x0ns indeed ſhewed 

more reſpe& to Rowe. becauſe It had aſſiſted In 
their Converſion ;, hence they ſometimes asked : 
Advice of the Pope, az of an Eminent neigh; 
bour Patriarch, bur their Biſhops never profef 
fed Subjrftion to Rome, nor dd they owner 
Sypremacy, or look on him 4s an. 1njall;ble Wage 


| as appears by their pot obeying the- Pope Dfiree — 


made in a Roan Countil, about refioring 1. 
frid ro his Archbiſhoprick of 1:14; A#- 639. 
And though the Pope had cor Ffmed'no re. 


commended the .Canons of the ſecond:: Nicene | || 
Coanchl., .. 


98 Advite to the Roman 
 Conncil about Images, the Engliſh Church rejeR- 
ed and deſpiſed them, writing a Book ta con- 
demn Image-worſhip,\n the name of all the Prin- 
. ces and Biſhops of England, and ſending it ro 
Charles the Great of France, by the learned At- 
- »Chinps, as our Hiſtories do 
* Hoved, Annal.* arreſt *,And moreover ir is 
part. 1. þ 40% evident 'that all Ecclefſti- 
Marth. Wellm, cal Lews were then made 
» Ate 793» by the ' Saxon King: ard 
Biſhops, in their Provincial 
Councils by thelt own Authority, and ofcen 
without ſo much as acquain:ing the Pope there» 
with, or defiring his conſenr” thereto, or confir- 
matiopthereof : -The Popes. fodced about the 
latter end of the Saxom times began ro degene- 
rate in manners, and aim at high things In all 
the Weſtern world : buf this Pride was checks 
ed here, ever as { as we ſhewed before) i: was 
in other” places : for © when that inſolevt Pope 


Hildebrand ( who firſt pre- 
* Onuphrius i= ſumcd to depoſe an Emper- 
Vit. Greg. 7+ 0&7 * ) rook the boſdneſs to 


require  Fealty of King 

william the Conqueror, he anſwered him in this 
manner, Fea'ty I ntither have acknowledged, nor 
will 1d9 it, becauſt ntither did 1 promiſe it, nor do 
thud that my Predeceſſors tver did it to your Pre- 
ftiſſors; as appears by the Conqueror's Letter fill 
* extant * And when by 

: * Baion.Anmnal., Policy and evil Aris he had 
An. 1076.S. 25, made ſome encroachments 
here, yec fil] his Power 

was efteemed no other chan a Temporal Power, 


permlited by the fayour of our Kings, not < c 
Y 
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Catholickz o) England. os 
by any Original Right : Hence the Hiſtorian ſaith, 
That King Henry the Firſt having ſubdued all his 
Enemits, feared none but the Pope, and that not for 
bis Spiritual,but bis Temporal 
Power * And an ond Record *- Marth, Parif. 
affirms that King Hemyithe Az. 1107. 
Second ſmarrly asked the 
Biſhop of Chicheſter, How be durſt- avgut for the 
Pope's Authority which was granted by Man, 4» 
gainſt his Royal Power deriv- 
ed from God F ? The tur- ÞF Record, 4n.tirtis 
bulewt and fſediclous At- Hen. 2, 
rempts of 7. Becket and his 
fation about that time, ro ſubject the Engliſh 
Clergy to the Pope, are ſufficiently known; but 
if our Ancefiors ( whom you call Roman Caths- 
licks) had been of your Oplnion In this great 
Article of Falth, they, would. not have made ſo 
ſtout an Oppoſi:lon againſt the Pope's Supremacy 
as they did ; it being apparent that the whole 
body of the Nition then looked-on it as an En- 
eroachment and an #ſwrpation; for in the famous 
Srarures of Clarendon they - condemn ir, Decree« 
Inz among other things, That all the Clergy ſhould: 
bora fade, ſwear to the King ;, and none ſhould 
Appeal, but unto the Archbiſhop, or ſrom bim finally: 
to the King, without parti- 
cular Licence * And to re- * Match, Parks: 
ſiraio his medling here, the An. 1154- 

Kings of England declared, 

they had a Kighr co forbid the Pope's Legates + 

from cnrrivg loco this Land, and ofres did pro 

hibice them ( even Qu. Mary her (e/b exerciſing 

this Powe) yes, it was adjadged jo a Parilamenr - 

25+ Ed, 3+ 10 be Freaſon to bring 38 the Pope's yon 
ere 


g© ' Advice to the Roman 
beret without the Kings conſent, Stat. de proviſor. 
Thovg\ the ſending rhe(e be an at of Spiritual 
Juriſdi&ion; but it is plain thy would nor 
allow the Pope in thoſe days 'o exerciſe Spiritual 
Furiſaiftion here without the King's leave, for 
his very Kxcommunſcating cerraln Engliſh 
B ſhops in a Pariiament 16 of Rich, 2. is declar- 
ed to tend T9 the open difheriſon of the Crown,and 
the deſtruftion of the King, his Law, and all his 
Realms. and a little after it is affrrmed there,that 
the Popes attempts be clearly againſt the Kings 
Crown and Regality, uſed and approved In the 
time of all-his Progenirors 
" £+Star.16 Ric, * finally therefore they all 
2d), Statute Booh promiſe to ſtayvd with the 
pag. +238, King - againſt all ſuch En- 
| croxchments whth ' their 
very lives: And if you be weil verſed ( as be- 


cometh Eng/iſh men) in che Hiſtories and Statutes: 


of your own Country; you - muſt needs know 
that the Authoriry which the Pope once exer- 
ciſed here, was gotten by taking advantages of 


the neceſſities of our Kings, and the diviſions a+ 


morg the people. Ard inthoſe Times which 
are accounted moſt Popzh, it was checked by 
Laws, complained of in Parljamenr, and thought 
an O20" :ſſion by the wiſeſ} & greateſt Subj: Hs,f0 


that rhe moi. N::ble Hy, At Lary Far! of Lincoly,' 
In» dying Speech ( to hls Son In Law Thomas: 
Erri of Lancaſter ) ſaid among other things. That 


the Chu of Rngland betttofire Monou able avd 
Free © was now mnſlavel by Romiſh OMpreſſions : 
charcing him to and up libs a man for the Honour 
of God and tht Chyrch, and the Redemption of bis 

Country 
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Catholichs of England. 8r 
Country * And the ſame Au- 

thor tells us, tharic was de» *F Tho, of Wale 
bated in Council at London fieg. At. 1312: fo 
An. 1408. Whether all Pa;. 74. Wh. 20. 
ments and Obedience to the 

Pope ſhould not be taken 4- 

way *? Which ſhews, * Tho. Walfing 
they thought ft in the 4% 1z98. þ. 420% 
power of this Nation to 

take away his Authority here: when they p leaſed: 
And they retaloed ir, not as betug neceſſarily op 
originally due to-him, bur only in rceipeR of his 
being a Biſhop of an Ancient Apoſtclioal Sear, 
as is evident from thoſe Ioftrutions which Ring 
Htn'y the Fifth gave ro his Embafſidors, ſ-ot to 
Pope Mariin the F:f:h, b'd i:ng them ( if they 
perceived any delay in heir affairs.» to cell the 
Pope, That their _— the King, if be yeilded not 
to his D:mands would uſth 5s own power in theſe 
Particulars. for bt 434 not apply bimſelf to Rome 
out of n:ceſi:y, but far reſpett 

ſak:* And therefore when * Yita Heors 
this permiſſive Authority Chichely, pag. 56 
grew uncafte to thoſe who & $59, 

had endured fr for ſome 

time, it. was rejeRed much more Legally thay 
ever it was introduced. tiz. by the Regal Power 
with the advice and conſent of the Lords 20d 
Commons in Parllamenr 

* And this is tobe noted, * An. 26 Hen, $, 
the Clergy and Laity of 

this Parliament did hold moſt of the Oplinſong 
of the Roman Church in other rb1ogs, and yer 
conſented to the aboliſhiog the Pope's uſurped 
Powtr over England, as belleving 1: to bean jul 
Ja 


F> Atvice to the Romany 
jaſt Encroachment: And Stephen Gerdimer 
Biſhop of »znch:ſter ( a great Perſecutor of the 
Proteſtants) di4 then make a learned Oratlon 
De v4 - obedientia, - ſhewing thar rhe King was 
by Right and by God's Law the Supream Head 
of this Church of England. : 

And now, that I mey nor only confute a falſe 
Oplniov, bug' eſtabliſh vhe truce, ler me intreat 
you imparcially ro confider, that as ir appears 
the Pope Iv not De jure fupream Head of this 
Church of England, ſo irths as evident, that the 
King of England Is the Supream Head of the 
Churches in his own Dominlions : For indeed 
all Chriſtian Princes are, or ought tobe ſoin- 
their own Dominions ; whence it was that Con» 
ſtantine the Great did retain the Title of Pontz« 
fex Maximus without any blot to bis Chriſtianity, 
| faith Baronius * And the 

* Amnal. Tom. 3. higheſt Appeals in all con+ 
Alt. 312. troverſies Keclefiaftical,even 
io matters of Faith, were 

made to him, though he uſed the afliftance and 
Counſel of his Biſhops for decermining them. 
And ir is evident that he and his Sacceflors ( as 
Cuſrnus before confeſſeth ) did call and Prefide 
In all General Councils, and ratified their De- 
crees, which were no Laws till chey were ſtamp» 
ed with rhe Imperial Authority : yea the Imperial 
Code (ufficiently wirnefles, thar the Emperours 
: Made \Laws'concerning Religion, the whole 
* Third bogk of 7uſtinien's Brſilichs being nothing 
'glſe bur Inperial Coofticurlons, de Epiſcopss, 
Clericis & Sucris : They alſo ere&ed Patriar- 
'chates, and gaverhem ſupream Ecclefiaſtical 
Furiſaiion over (uch Provinces as they pleaſed, 

| as 
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Dacia * and at Ravenna in 
Itely itſelf F which had no 
dependence on Rome lll 
the time of Conſtantinus 
Pogonatys: And all Ecclt- 
faſtical affairs depended on 
the Emperours,laith Socrates 
* ſo that Pope Anaſtaſrus 
calls the-Emperor quafieh, 
us, The Ficar of God by the 
Divine command prefiding 
over the Earth T'An Au. 
thority like this alſo was 
exerciſed by the Weſtern 
Emperors of the French 
Line, being fiyled , Tit 


catholichs of England. 
as at . 7uſtinianopolis in 


By ' 
* Imperial, Conſt. 
Novel. Il. & Nove 


I31. C3: 


f bw Va- 
lent. 31+ 48 432+ 


* Socrat. Hiſt. 
Prom. «ad (ib, »L 


+ Anaſtaſ. Pap. 
Epiſt. ad Anaſtaſ. 
Inp. ap. Blaſum Te 
2. par. 1», P» $O7s 


, 


Rulers of the Trut Riligion,a Tile given ro Charits 
the Great, and ro Ludovicys, by two: ſeveral 


Councils which they had 


calicd f and the preſeat 


French KR ngs do cla:m the 
Supremacy over the French 
Churches, as may be ſeen 
in Bechellys and P. Pitheus 
cited before, Set. g. One 


* Council. 1 Mo- 
gun. An. $13. & 
Concil. 11. Mogun, 
An.'$495.4p.Bln. Te 
3 þ+1: Se. 2. .\ 


- 


of rhe French Wricers telling us;it is the Opinion 
of this Nartfon, that Le Roy aff6fe de ſor Conſeil 
d"eftate eft apres Dieu Chirf Terrien de CEgliſe de 


fon Royaume &; nt pas le 
Pape* And ic may be pro- 
ved conccraing other Chrl. 
ftian Princes, chat: they al- 
low not the Pope to imvoſe 
his Decrecs on their Kiog- 


* Clavd.Faucher 
en les Libertes de 


[” Egiiſ. Gallicao. p« 
234» 


- 


doms, 


44 Aavite to the Romin 
- dome, nor to exerciſe any 7uriſdifion 2mong 
rem but'by their ſpecial Licenfe and conſenr;, 
and prohibit his exercifing any pover over their 
Subjects «hen they pleaſe; And why may noe 
rhe King of England, being « free and abſolote 
Monarch, be ailowed 2s great 4 Priviledge Ig 
his own Dominions? Do you not tell ut, that 
Pope Elextherias called King Lutiss by the title 
1, .:310- of Vicar of Chriſt * and doth 
* Epi, Tleorh.- - nor King Edg:r call himſe!f 
ad R. Luclum ap. Chrifts Vica? F and ton 
Spelm. raxcd this Tirle tHeg ? Dl 
t Leg-' Hydenſ. not the Saxon Kings pre- 
cap. 8. Spelm-Tom.” fide in all Nacional Coun. 7 
bt, f1g- 438, cils, and make Laws for © 
R-liglon by the advice of : 
their own -Biſhops, by their own * Authotſty ? Yi 
Did they motereRt new res for Biſhops, and; - 
change rhem as they ſaw fir ? Did they nor In= 
veſt all Biſhops by deliver- | 
| * Ingu!ph. biſt. ing the Ring «nd Paſtoral” 
' Þ+ $02» Staff *? And the fare 
| power was fiill exerciſed 
by K.ill;em the Conqueror, for at! things both 
- Pivine and Hutiaſe depended on his Order, falth 
mm Old Hifſlorien * ard 
-* Eadmet. bit, when the Pope beginto 
þ; 6, encroach upon the King's 
. Supremacy here it England, 
he waz generally oppoled,as we notted before, 
And it che wforefaid Parliament of Richard the, 
| Stcond, the Narldn declared, That they wauld; 
not. endare- that the Crown of England [hoyld be; * 
ſubmitted to the: Pope, and the Laws and Statutes 
- of this Realm by him difeatrd ana avoided at bis 
= . rok, _ s pitaſure 
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” Catholiths. of England. "89 
plcfure * for Braffox: our 
moſt famous Lawyer. & ** Stat; 16:\Rics 
(firms, that The Kings of; -2. C: 5. 
England have na Supreans 
on-eerth but God: And accordingly the Kings 
and Partfaments of this Nation. made Laws in 
© reference to Religion as they ſaw expedient,and 
among the reſk cheyenaied many Laws ins 
. Mre& oppofirion ta the Pope's Spiritual as welt 
as Tewpore! 7uriſdiftian, daeclariog thereby, that 
they eſteemed bim no. Had of this 'Charch, but an- 
ambitions and dangerous: Encraachw upon the” 
Rights of the Crown, as you wilt: find by peruſal” 
3 of th ſeveral * States 
cked In che Margin * By ** Stan; 25. E431 
which Laws. lopg ſince. en+: ' de Provifor, 
Jad, fr is decjared tobe)! Stat 29, 28.0; 
0 x; to. xecelye or bar+ 13.4.1, + | 
Ybonr any Ayents or Ralf. - - +Sca. 28' Hd, 30 © 
I fartes from Awne: againſt -6,40 (0) - ? 
I the = Proclamations, 
and withour his ſpecial -c, 9. -- \ 
gLicenfe: Upon all. which *<Stet.'6 Hen. 4; 
Confiderarions the Judges i 30 RO OELESS | 
have declared, that the a& ; Stut 7 Hens; 47 
of Parliament for Reſtoring. ic. \63) if D050 
zbe' Soprema : (er , ' the Sat. '3 Hemrs'gr } 
Charch unto the Crown; wes '-; c. 6. : 


net the introducing. 4 New 
Lew, but &4 declaration of 
the Old * Por it was many. '* Coke'$. Refi © 
hundred years hefore, char. Cawdry's Cafe, file 
I flog aezry the Second did 8, | 4s 
lare, -TDar be wasnld 4G LATER 
wean f8 Bigh-Titeſon in ay max that ſhould = 
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"786 "Advice to the Roman 

the Pope's Authority was. & 

-* Spelm, Concil, bove bis * And before that, 

T2. þ. $8. Anſelm was told, That it 

was impoſſible ſor him to 

kerp the Faith which ht owtd to the King. and to 

pay Obedience to the Pope contrary to bis Royal 

Pleaſure * Which . ( me» 

* Rex ad An- thinks) may ficly admoniſh 
ſeclm, .«p Eadme, - you who do ownethe Pope's 
rum p4g- 62. - Supremacy over England, 
', and yer glory much in your 
Loyalty tothe Kingz\.'to enquire how theſe two. 
can-\ignd. rogerher ?** Our Saviour (aith, No may 

can ſerve two Maſters, Matth, 6. 24. however not, 
two Supream Lords. nefther can there be ty-) 

highefi Powers [th one Kingdom, nor can any. | 
jets obey both, - fince- they tn, Fe 
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Jnr ored- contrary things "Tis trur, f.che Ro- 
o_ Biſhop: would profefs to our 'King, 2s his 
why Lg Leo the Fourth did to Lotbarins of Y 
uct,  Conct' ang your Capitulars or Imperial 
Þ receptyyi we. through the 4ſſi/tance of Chriſt promiſe - 1 
[ ach £5 we axe able ;toÞtep and conſerve the © 
| ſame for cotr * If he would 
# Leon. Epiſt.ad -- os wedge himſelf ſubs! 
Lolhati: he bad. topur Rp s Do«.; | 
Mug 4þ. Grat, Ts: - mia as hl eo De: : 
IQe 6190) mw were tothe. Emperons of + 
% ON Jifhe' behaved hime- 
ſelf roward bls bet as $r, Gregory did.to 
Mawritius, who calls that Fmperour, , bis ord, 
and | ples his Servant, Fey that He was 
oft 20 tht Emperodvs MN ai Peary 
Us done bis dxty i pab? which 
ot Emperor nemee 4 [Ly AB tbokgb or * 


bis 
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Catholichs of England. 
his own part be thought it not agrttable to the 
Laws of God * If the pre- 

ſent Popes claimed nomore * Gregor. Fpiſt. 
than a Primacy 'of Order | {ib. 2, ad Maurite 
and Precedency —_— © Ep.*62. 

ther Biſhops, then the caſe* | 

mighr ecafily be derermined': But you know of 


later rimes the pretences of Rowe are much 


higher, for ſhe challenges a Supremacy over all 
Chriſtian Princes, a power ro depoſe rhem, an 
Authority to abrogate or diſpence with thelr 
Laws, and abſolve chelr SubjeAs from © their 
Allegiance, a Priviltdge to be appealed unto as 
ro the taft 2nd higheſt ' Tribunal on Earth 3 So 
that Clement the Flfth Is recorded in the Aﬀs 


. of the Council of Finns to have (aid, That all 


the Right of Kings depended 

on bim-alone * and Boniface * Concil.-Vienn; 
the Elghth owned himſelf "ab Clem, 5, 

nor only Lord of France,bat + Papyr. Maſſon, 
of all« the* world ' for ſo 'Vit. Bonlf. 8. 
great ' was the Tmpudence of 

this Boniface ( ſaith rhe French 'Chronologer ) 
thet bt preſumed to affirm the Kingdom of France 
Wis 4 Fre ' of the Papal 

Mayjiſty *. Ard as to this * Til'us Epiſc. 


'Kinglom, ' Pope Innocent ' Meld. Chronic. de 


the Fourth ſfairh, That the Reg. Fran. An. 1302 

King 'of Edgland was his : wad, | 

Pafſel and his SlaveF + Match, Paiſf, 

and they eftcem England ad An.1253 

allo a- Fre of the Papacy, r 

#nd' ſo is Ireland too lt ſeems. Whereupon the 

Pbpehath ddted to nominatea King of Ireland, 

4" hath given away S -Ringdom'of Eng/end 
— S424 ; <& 


% 


UW Advice to the Rowan 
to thoſe who attempred to conquer ft ; he hath, 
condemned our Laws,,, Excommunicaecd' and, 
. Depoſed our Princes, and. abſolved: the. Subjefts, 
of England from their. Allegiance ;. .upon which,, 
both formerly-and in _ our, times, many ob your 
Party have entred intqblpody.. Canſpicacies and, 


Pepe claims an. abſalute. - Supremacy aver our! 
King and his Realms, and how he can be a.good, 
Subject of the. King of. Englard,, who profeſies, 
_ - Obcdicnce to this: Foreign Princely Pielate, bg 
. retry (bard ta beunderſiood ; If you bellevethiy 
claim, and owne-therPope tobe abovre the King, 
you muſt rhen ey him, cyen- when.his Orders, 
conatradit thoſe 
ſayou are the Pope's  Subje ts, nor the, King's, 
- Dorcan his Mzjcſly hare. any ſecurity .of your, 


* + Biſhop, lo Lena a ”_ ry par ous 
+ mercys I kyaw many okyou "ExgUſs Catbe.ic hy 
" have (oloysl an affcfiia for: the. King,\ chat 
| . your Church-mep -are.faxced. -to invear,. many, 


pac; claimed byghe Pope doth noteatrenchy 
the King's Sapremacy;/zelling you., arg 


. upon 
<m4rd not- abry the Papegf he conmandid. you ta 


© yeu, for they kyow the Pope: can; Excoms 
eos they Tryon Chim. (.- even for & 


apen Rebellion; $0; char.now: It, appears, the. 


. your lawfnl- Soxcreigs, and, +; 
Allegiance; any lenger:ihen it pleates the. Roman, 
| | wreak pretenoes 0.perſwade- you, that the; | 


Kings wherela; chey-put a- fallacy. 


- 067) ſp8{l matser , ſay your | ; 


| 


A - 


| 


,, | (writers of your 'Churelt* 
1 Bur this ls a delufion alto, 
[, 3 for when or where 41d the 
.. | Pope,'or the Heads of the 
by Roman Church, condemn 
l, 3 theſe Opinions, or fappreſs 
þ, theſe Sedirlons Books, nay, 


only of ſome 7eſaires,upon whom they 
foul DoRrines of DrpuSrg and Muvrthering Kings, 
fo wickedly malinratne# by divers enijnenr 


ley all choſe 


* 'Marhane, 79, 

Suarez adrfenſ. 
Fitti,on lib ronty, 
Rrgem Magn, Bris 
can, 


| on the comrery, the Books 

r | we approved, an# the Authors ' preferred at * 
\ Rome , (even when Frente 
' * 41fwtr to Phtts 
, 

g 


wondemns © them * And 
thoſe honeſt and Toys] Se- lama Angticus;1 25" 
gular Engliſh Pricfs that 
have «rue ro wrire __—_ this ſwperd powrr 
1 vfrhe over King e—_— thou | 
| they held his Sapren "here In ey | 
| Hive been perſecuted almoſtro death by the 
Roman Biſhop; they have been ſafpended, and 
thelr Books condemned, ' and thelr perſons ſo * 
51] odfoully repreſented that no Engliſh Catholicks 
-4- AQurft harbour them ; witneſs the learned F, - 
Preſton, winder the nime of Roger Widrington, Im | 
4 King 7ames's days, with his felfow:Priefiy, add © 
'J Peter walſh,Author of rhe Letter co. the Cathollths, - 
who [s at this day a grear Suſferer by rhe Pope* 
meaas, merely for 'writibg, that you sFthr Ro- 
mn Church ought to be lojal to the King fn all 
matters of Temporal cognizance;, a cleir evidence, 
thac ( wharever your Church mrgpretend) 
wh nor endure thar zoy of 51 
» hofd rhe King's power robe 4 
avything ; and conſequently they will not al« 
E 3 low 


HO Advice to tht Roman 
low you to be good Subjefts. Now to ſum up 
all cheſe particulars, how grievous an abuſe is jr 
for a -orclgn Prelate, whoſe Predeceſiors had 
no Authority here a+ all, to yſurp ſuch a power 
over you as to impoſe new and, inexpedient! 
Articles upon you 2,” Why ſhould you ernflave 
your (elves to him chat + cannot have ſo much as | 
a Spiritual Zuriſdiftion here without breaking 
the Canons of the moſt famous General Councils? 
Why may you nor take the- ſame liberty to 
oppoſe his Decrees, that your Anceſtors in all 
Ages have done ?.they whom.you account good 
Catholicks rejced his.Doffrines ſometimes, de-: 
fpiſ-d his Bul[zand Excommunications frequents 
ly and alwa1s.oppoſed his pretended claim of a 
Supremacy over - this Nation ; ,why ſbould you! 
call chat an A*tsctr of ; Faith, and account ir the 
principal point. of R;ligion;vize That:England' 
#nght to be (ubjrft to:Rame ; which.even in thoſe! 
pom feel Cath»lichs. Times was declared to be no: 
eſs than Trzaſon, and no o her than an Opinion: 
that did defirny the Prerogative of the King, the: 
Privil:dgts and Liberties of chis Church, the 
ſreedom and quiet of all Engliſh *uvjets? They 
were Romaniſis in other Poſnts who condemned 
Appeals to Rome, and maintained, that the Crows 
of, England was in 16 Earth'y ſubjeftion.and that 
the King bad no ſupreme but God onely; who 
counted all che power which the Pope ever had 
here, merely perm:ſſive, tolerared by this Nation 
ſo long as they plcaſed, and ſuch as might be 
curbed, leffened. hindred, or taken away by 
the Supreme Authority ofthis Nation when 
cyer they law. <xpedicnt ; It was a King and 
Parlis 


cith»lickt of England. =_ 
Parliament of your Religion In moſt polnts, that 
refiored the King - co his juft Supremacy, and 
ud | took away the precarious or uſurped and much 
ver} abuſed Powtr of the Roman B ſhop here; they 
ene thought a Supremzcy In Spiritual, as to this 
wel Kingdom, was more than he had R*:}t to, bur 
as} he an} his Agenrs expett co be allowed ro aver- 
ing} rule the Temporal Laws alſo,” Me-thinks, if you 
| havethe Novleneſs and Gallantry of rcue Engliſh 
Spirits, your: affetions for * the Roman Church 
ſhould not rob you of your love ro your Native 
Country, nor ſuffer you ro endute thoſe Pretzncts 


ls! 

to 

all 

lo. # which diſhonour the” King 'and deſpoil him of 
Mt his 4ncient Rights, and enfive this free Church 
f a and Nation to one that ovly ſeeks his own eads 
ou'l} in'clalming{ this Subjefti21 for though - the 
he holding the Pope's Supremacy doth conmribure to ' 
v7 the ſupporr of his own Grandeur, yet it doth 
le not further any man's Salvation, and ir is ſo far 
_- fron doltg any good in thoſe Nations where If 
_u {s a)lowed him, that Ic might he made appear, 
16 the ſetting up and abertting rhis Supremacy bath | 
ie occal oned the murcher of many Princes, ftirred ©, 
y up the complaints of all ſorrs of people, and 
d filled Chriſtendom for many Ages, with Maſs 
= ſacres , Treaſons, War and 

it Bloudſhed p. which was ſto p See the Anſwer 
o) notorious In the Germin to Philanax Angl. 
d Empire, that ir came to be chap. 4p. 72. 

n 4 a Prover?. ſatth Guicciar- 

e dine, It is the property of the Chwch to bate the 
y Ceſers: And the miſchief it hach done in Exg- 
1 land ( by rifling the Nutlons wea'th before the 
1 Reformation, and diſturbing X$ Quict fince ) ts 
: E 4 @ 
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well remembred and ſo deeply refentet, by: 


mever endure thatheavyy Yoke any more, nor 
cen rhey be perſuaded (oarce. ever- to eſteem 
them 'Loyel Subjetts., or true to their Countries 
Meereſt, who do not renounce this unjuſt and 
edious 7ariſ4ifion.. Why. therefore ( 0 my 
Friends ) will,you be ſo Imprudeat, rooppoſe 
the R/zhts and Preregative ' of your 'Lawtul 
Sovereign, the Priviledges of that Charch 
wherein you were barn, the Freedow rand In» 
rereſt of your: beloved. Country, the drfirecaf- 
your Fellow (ubjeR&s and beſt Friends, yea;and 

ur own. [;berty,, allo? ct Why:will you oppoſe 
{ly all theſe, mercly to ſupport -am\wunt®- 
Juſt and groundleſs power, which no Bcctefiuſti ob | 
vught to _ have . anywhere , much. leſs Im (o're=., 
mote and '[1freea Maxarchy ? to fapport'a. 
Power which is Incouſutenc whida-rhe (Srowfry,, 

of -the - Crown, the LYexre of the Krogdomy 
' and the welſwre of Private Perſons? 8, Pecer - 

hever bid any.co honour. his Succeſſor: rhe Popt . 

thus, but his Opinion was , that. you maſt ſubs. 


his Counſel! follows thereupon, viz. that you 
ſhould Fear God and Honour tht King, v. 19+. 
$ajnt. Paul commands Every Soul to ve ſwbjeft to 
the Hightr Powers Rom. 13. 1, Neither Biſhops ; 


-_ 


nor Apofiles themſelves are excepted, faith $,: - 


Chryſoſtome. And Silnt Bernard tells, Pope - 
| Emugenius , that the Apofiles were forbid to. 
» exerciſe Dominion, Luke 22, 25, 26 and there- 
L fore he adds, Jf you would heve Apofiolical 


end . Royal. Powe. together y you loſe ' both 


C Finally 


vhe \generalicy of the people , that they will. 


mit to the King as Supreme, 1 Per, 2. 13. and 


*'ETL;T- i $00 was 
Catholichs of England. 2 
4. Finally therefore, ic is 5 
unrezſonable for the Roman q Bern, 4d Eu« 
Biſhop ro challenge ſuch gen. Pap, de cons 
Authority here, and the 4.1. 2. 

Laws of God and Man for- 

bid it, forharT may 'cxpe@ you ſhall be ſo far 
from receiving any Articles for the ſake of this 


ies 
nd 
wy 
» Authority , that you ſhall not -(cruple'to re- 
ch 
* 
of 
4 
ſe 


pounce the Authority it (elf, Which was fo II1- 
gotren at firſt , ſo wretchedly abuſed while fe 
did obtain, and (o legally raken away ar hiſt ; 
and in ſo doing you will demonſtrate your ſelves 
to be Loyal to your King, Fairhful coyour 


ho Conntry, Fricnds to Jour own Liberty, and men - 

6.1 of an-»r-i7ſlave Underlianding. 

L. 

C A 

4 ? 

» | | 
MAN 8Ferigg's 


? 1 


ha 
_ & Yr 
-F pe 


lavice to tht Rowan 


SECTION VI 
Adcice to the Engliſh' Catholicks to 


forjake the Opinions of Rome, and 
embracethe- Religion of the Church., 


of. England. , 


ments to reſcue you from that yoke 3 which 


neither we nor our F<thers were able ro bear ; 


So my defire of your perfe& Freedom, and my 
unfeigned wiſhes for your Temporal, Spiritual 
and Ercrnal welfare, do prompr me to adviſe 
you to comply « with the Religion of the Church 


of England , and - this' Advice is wort only / 
grounded upon the foregoing conſiderations, , 
bur may be. farther. preſſed upon theſe Mo- + 


tives: - 
1, If you -confider the excellent method of 


our Reformation , which was ſo neceſſary at * 


that time , that for ſome 2ges before, the 
wiſeft and belt men of the Roman Church 
had vox .ongly confeſſed there was great need 
of it, bor Had complainsd for want thereof, 


and preſſed the Pope earnefily thereunto, + 
witneſs the Judicious Epifile of Reb. Groftbead.-.. 


A 


that 


—_—_ x 


O Conclude; as my piry ro ſee you fo miſers- 
© ably -impoſed on , hath' moved me' to 
endeavour by 'theſe plain and- cogent. "Argus - 


| 


k 


Farberte s of England: 7 
that pious Biſhop of Linco/n, to Pope Innocent 
the Fourth, yer to be (cen 

in our Hiftorjans y. the r Match. Paris. 
publick complaint of the an 1253. 

Englih Church In the 

Council of Lyons {, the ſ 4p. Bloſum, 


'| private Writings of Fohn Concil. Tom. 3.p.2. 
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Gerſon , Nich. Clemangis, fol. 129, &c. 
fEntas Sylvins ( afterwards 

Pope) and many others: Andart Jeaft Oae 
Hundred Y<cars before Lather's time a Reforma» 
tion was urged for in the 

Piſane Council tr. and that t Council. Plas 
ſo ſtrongly, that before num an. 1411+ .. 
the Ele&lon of a Pope, the 

Cirdina's ſolemnly, promiſed, - ho ever of they 
ſhnuld be choſen Pape +, that be - would before the 
diſſolution of that Coun-1il Reform, *the Catholick 
' Church as will in the Htad © _ * 

as the Mimbers #. And , u Concil. Plſan: 
when A!exander the Fifth © Seſſ. 16. 

was choſen, He. promiſed-zo . | 

tebt cart of a Genjrdl Reformation, and that pious 
and Ltarnid Men wi be choſen in every Nation 
to Treat with the Cardinals  '- 1, 
about it x. But aftef. all, x Et Sefſ. 20. 4p. 
neither he nor his Succeſ- Binſum Tom. 3. p. 
ſors would 'ever Reform 2. p. 836. 

either their D5Rrines or © | 
Pra&ices , belng mores intent upon” thelr- * 
private, adbhtage , than the. Gzacral good, 
and 'mote mored with .: ardloal. Srom ewes * 
Covnſel , than | by all the former complaſns, 
who told rhe” Pope.” ' That by the Reformation it © 


would: * 


$5 - "Advice to the Roman 
would 'be confeſſed that the things provided d-" 
g4inſt; were deſtryedly reproved by the Lutherans, 
*which would be a great abttting to their whole 
Doftrine ,” Hiſt, Conc, Trent. l. 1. p. 83.; 
which is to reſolve ro Err always, rather than 
'to be thought to have once erred 3; and herein & 
*the Roman Church is of the ſame humour with 
thoſe Gemilles ro whom Arnobins . ſpeaks, What 
Jou beve once dont. without . reaſon, ye defend, , 
teſt you ſhould ſerm formerly to have bein ignorant, | 
and you A6capnt jt better not to be outrcome; than | 
toyield to plain and confeſſed 
y Arnob. adv; truth y. Wherefore fince 
gtpntes, |, 6.p. 197.- Rome. refolved not to Re- | 
form; England ( having | 
firſt reftored her King ro hls ancient and juſt | 
Supremacy ) reſolved; ro reform it ſelf, with- - 
out the+- Pope's ' feave” or conſent, knowing || 
full well . they had Authority ſuffclent among 1] 
"themſelves -t6 order. che: Aﬀalrs of Religion, ;, 
which had been Regulated many hundred years | 
Jo this Lapd by the "Kiig and his own Biſhops, 
withour- 'any dependence on the Pope at ll: | 
Thus the Kings of = Zadab. reformed thelr King- - 
doms .of Old; rhus the King of Spain with 1) 
' Leander. Bilhop of Sevil reformed that King- - 
dom from Arianiſm withour : 
Z Conci Tolet.'3. R me Po 5 2q0 thus King 
"Alt. 589.9, ____ __  Edg4y Intended to proceed 
RON RR Reformirlos of the *' 
Exeh:ſb Church'bf old, whe he told hlsown 


- Ld - 


"Clergy , 1 have  Conſtznrine's, Sword in my | 
'Þaxg., ind jou bave Peter's 3n - yours 


& Thus 
- an ; 
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Cathdlicks of England. - 
#&'That is, we need no - 
farther Auchority or Power * 
to reform :- than what we  Ailred. Col. 361» 
have-- within ' our (elves: - 


The Kings of "this Niilon, with the advice © 


and cc: n\rnt- of -their Biſhops., Barons and 


Commons .had been always wont to order / 


Eccleſiaſtical Affiigs as they thought meer, not 


.heeding whether rhe Pope + were pleaſcd or 


diſpleated' 'thereat 3 + And - accordingly this 


happy Reformation was made by the Supreme : 


Power of this Kingdom , upon mature delibera« 
tion, ln-a Regular, Orderly , and Legal way 3 


and ir was managed with (0 much moderation . 
and prudence, that the R»ymaniſts of England .* 


ſaid licrle' agetoft it, bur Communicated with 


this Church ( after the Reformation ) till the : 


Pope for his own ends forbid them (o to doz 
but I hope hls Prohibition without any juſt 


reaſon ,' ſhall: not outwelgh the Supreme 


Authority of -'your- own.; Nation, with you, 
who profeſs: your deives to be Layal Subjects, 
and for the ;xiere(t'sf England 3 and fioce there 
was ſuch need of Reforwatrten , ſuch obftinacy 


in Rome; ſuch Authoriry here7; and fo orderly ' 
proceedings in+ this- Retotmarion, I think all 
Good Chriſtians and ſober men , being Natives + 


of this Land , ought ro ſubmit anco-Ir, 


1, You: will be: farther perſurded heres + 


unto , by .confiderivg -the- 'Dadirine of -this 
Ehurch , which ' agrees 'with primitive Chri- 
Nizoiry/, in that & obliges you to believe no- 
thing as of neceſſity to Salvation , bur what 


97 - 
a Edpar, 4p.” 


may be plainly proved our of Holy — | 


k << 


© 


- 
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gi = Advice to the Roman” 

add for this reaſon you mu?t Nill hold the rhree 
Creeds of the” Apoſtles, of Nice, and of Sr. 
Athenaſius', all which the Church of Eng/and 
Iocirely believes. And be onely is « Heretich 
which follows not this Holy Rule ( (ay the 
Conftirurions of Throdoſixs and Grarian ) but 
they are Catbolicks that tmbrace it; In thhy 
Church we give as much honour to,' and obey 
more Canons of , the firſt Four General Coun- 
cils, than they of Rimedo ; we approve of 
thar Expoſition of Scriprure © which hath the 


conſenr of the Fathers of che firſt three or four | 
Centuries , yea we hold all that the Church of ; 


Rome \t ſelf held as neceſlary to 'Salvation for 
Five or SIx hundred Years tovether: And 
It is very | remarkable that a Romani may 
turn Proteſtanr without? adding any one 
Article to his Faith, buri'a Proteſtant can- 
nor turn to Rome unleſs he embrace many 
new Articles 3; - for our DbyHrines are ge- 
peral'y confeſſed by''botty fides 'ro be true, 
bur thoſe of the Romyar' Church are rejeRed 


by our Reformers,' as Novel Addirions, and ' 
ſuch as have no- good fouridatibn in Scripture, - 


nor Genuſne Amiquity';-+ And therefore the 
Proreſtanr Dottrines are the forerand ſafer, 2s 
in which both fides agree ;-* For Eximple, We 
and they both hold, there are two Srates afrer 
this Life , Heaven and Hell, but they adda 
-third, which is Purgatory , and this we deny : 
We and they both ' ſay \, that insvare tobe fee 
mitted by the meri's of Chift's' death - but 
they add the merirs of the 'Saints, and their 
own ſatisfations with the merir of thelr own 


»# 
” 


2 


} 


mor "Fn OE | 
good works ; ' which' we deny ro be Explatory, - 
or ſuch as can mcrir Remiſſion for us: We 
hold there be rwo Sacraments ; Baptiſm and 
the Euchariſt, cheſe they conf-(: are the Chief, - 
but add tive: more ;-to- which” we affirm the © - 
name of Sacraments doth nor properly belong: - 
We ſay that * God alone is ro-be: worſhipped, - 
they confels+ he is *chicfly ro: be: worthippetz » 
bur then they ſay the Biefled Virgin ' Mary, » 
Angels; and Szints are tobe worthipped alſo, 
which Additions we deny ©: - We fay Chriſt is + 
our onely' M:diator and Advocate, they cons» 
feis he 1s principally ſo, bur add, rhat Saints 3 
and Angeis :are (0 10 an infer}«-ur manner, 
which we u terly deny :+ We ſay Chilit bs real» 
ly preſent in the Sacramenr of the Altar, this * 
they confels , bur'add , he js corporally there * 
by che Transſubſtanriation of the Bread, &c. - 
and this we-deny : - We lay the Scriprures are 
the Rule of F:ich, and they will not abſolute- 
ly: deny ir, bur add their own Tr:ditions, \ 
which we refeAM*; 4 We lay there are XX11, - 
- Books of rhe: Old: Teſtament ' Canonical, and * 
they confeſs. rheſe! altro- be ſo, but they add © 
divers , an&.'cal{ them Cznonlicil , which we ' 
affirm to be'Apocoyphal +: : T could glve more * 
Inflances'y bue+ rheſe may ſuffice ro ſhew that 
the Protef}ant-+ DoRrines look (moſt like the * 
Ancienteft;,. as being-received by both Parties, 
bur che Roman Opinions are Novel: Enlarge- 
ments #dded ro the 'Old Catholickrruths, fo ' 
that a - Proteſtave, becoming # Romaniſt muſt 
take op many Artictes-barely upon "the credir of * 
* thar.Chiurch, aud begin to belicye many things 
. ancWs 2 
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105) Advice to tht Roman 
Chriftendom ; bur a Romaniſt rurnlog Prote- 
ſtant retains all the Old Eflentials of his for mer 
Faith; -and doth oncly become a Primitive &o- 
max Catholick. 

II. 'The Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church of England are moze agreeable ro Primb- 


Churchares Our King hath the fame- Power 


- his Clergy, and'adviſe with them about fairs 


Ir the force of a Law :.: A:power ro chuſe fir 
perſons ro Govern the Church', a power 10 
corre all Offenders agaiaft Faith or Manners, 


as chere lies no appeatfromhis Determination ; 
 'and rhks iy "that we mexn when: we: call him 


King muſtneeds be, * or'&hſe he cannot keep his 
Kingdoms in” peace, Beſides. for Sphricual 


whom 1baz the Second  call'q rbe.'Pope. of 


anew , queſtioned by the bigger part of 


rive Patterns than thoſe of the preſent Roman © 


that the Religious Kings of Fudeb had , the * 
ſame which the - great Conſtantine, and the * 
ſucceeding Emperors for many years enjoyed, | 
the ſame power which the ancient Kings of this © 
Nation exerciſcd , viz-i A power 'to 'conveen * 


of the Church : ' A power to ratifte that-which ' 
the Biſhops and Clergy 'agree upon , and give * 


#$ubje&s (.by the: advice of firCountellors ) fo 
Supreme \'Governou# -of-2his Church , which our- * 


uriſdittion ,- and ſacred adminiſtrations , we : 
; a Patriarch: of our. own',, The :Arch- 
'biſhop "of Canterby'y Primare /of all England, + 


_ be they Clergy, or Lay«nen:* And: finally ya ' 
power to dererminc al} Cauſes and Controvet- | 
bs: Eccle fiaſtical and*Clvil., among hk own ' 


tbe 7 


-. 
'C 


© 
V 
© - 
r 
E * 
nj 
4 
"4 
4 
} 
I 
4 
I 
} 
ky 


-and Ordained by + more | wiſierio Anglicans, + 


_ 


Catd#{ichs of England, 

the -0thty #ortd b, And his 

See was whually fiyled, The b Malmgbary de - 

Che; of the Roglifh Petri» Pontif. £. 1. de Ate 

arch ©: and is reckoned a- ſcimo. 

mong the Parriarchates by  c Exdmer. Cant 

a Foreign Wrirer 4; and p. 113; 

now his Priviledpges and « Duzrev.ge be- 

Liberties '2re reſtored by nf 136. 1. £9» 

Law , and his Title and 

Authority confirmed 3 ſo that rhere lies no 

_—_ him bat to — — ; 
t Reverend Biſhops , er with orher / 

Soferlour Pricfis end Deecomsy the only Prim. * 

tive and'proper orders of the'Clergy } who can ' 

prove their Ordinarion ro be- as. good: us any vf + 

the Reomiſh Pricfis''can do » 

6420d are: now-Confeeranted er Maſon de Mi-"- 


excceJlent Form, and more - 
agreeſtig to rhe eldeft rimes, thin Rome It (elf * 
can ſhew 3; and if you will [jadge tmpartially , tr 
muſt be confefled rhat the Clergy of England are : 
alrogether as Learned , and generally more - 
paiaful and pions than in#ny Cecholick Count! y-- 
whatſoever :; - Oar Canons + for Eccleſiaſtical - 
Gorernment areal] founded on the Canons of * 
-Anclent Councts ( #3 1 could fhould fhew by 
perticular. induRtion , if time would permir) 
and for the'Exercife of our Diſcipline it fs man- 
aged with more moder. tion, an4{ caſe to 
= people than that of :the Ran Church 
$. 


IV.. You -mav conſider our - Divine Srrvice ' 


and Sacred Adminiſtrations , which ( as far a4 
Ever. / 


e s 


ro: Idorct to the Rimen 
ever God made neceſſ:ry ro Salvation ) may he ' 
had in this Church : We have the Holy Scrip- 
tures plainly rravſ]iced , learnedly interpreted, 
and pratically Preached ; - We h-ve dally 
Prayers., by a: Form ſo Grave and'ſo Agreeable 
to rhe undoubred parts of ancient -Liturgles,/ 
that it may challenge-a!] Chriſtendom ro'\produce 
any thing ſo conſonant ro the: pureſt Primitive 
Devotions; A Form which hath all choſe party 
of the Roman Offices which were known and 
uſed in the firſt three Centuries , bur wants all 
the Innovationsand Cortuptions of the preſent 
- Maſs ;-: and is uſed-in  Eng/#b for the benefit 
of che meaneſt Chrifiten in our afſemblics : We 
haye alſo thoſe two Sacraments which Chriſt or- 
daincd { and many of - the Elder  and' later 
|  DoRtors owne no more f.'}. 
f Ambroſ, li#. Avfor the other five Rites 
at SAaram. fiifly* called Sacraments, 
Aug. Dofirin, viz Confirmation ; Marrl- 
Chriſt l..3-c. 9+  miony, Holy Orders, vifiting 
Paſchafius de of the Sick , Repenrance 
Cen. Dom. and Satisfa&hion for wrongs | 
Bcſſarion. at done , we retain theſe, 
S4cram. Euchar, but not by the name of 
Sacraments , keeping the 
Primifive ard main part of them , onely atrend- 
ed with fewer Ceremonies : - We preſs and 
praQiſe alſo Charity and good works, as much 
as the Roman Church doth; and ir-may be de+ 
monſtrated that more and greater gifts have been 
given in England to plous ves , by private per- 
ſons fince'rhe Reformation, than in two Cen» 
turics before : - And though we dare not ſay = 
ſha 


Cetholicks of Englane 


ſhall merit Erernal life by ther ( becarfe thar S 


ſs the gifr of God ) yet we belleve none can 
come to - Heaven without good works: Ina 
word , the Chutch of - England, wotſhips God 


as he hath preſciibed ; in Holy Scripture, She ' 
commands all that he enjoirs ; and forbids all 
that he prohiblcs;and therefore wanteth nothing :.: 


thar is neceſſary to Salvation.” 


V. You may look upon our Ceremonles, 
which are few and eafic,anclent and fignificavt, - 


and though we do nor place ſo much Religion 
in Exrernals as the Church of Romedorh, yet 


here is preſcribed all that Is needful for decen: - ' 
cy and order, viz-'- That | the Clergy always * 


wear grave and diftin& Hablirs ; and have pes 


culiar Garments in Divice Admtniftracions, thar * 
Churches be adorned and near, thar the People * 
be Reverent in God's Houſe, that the memory of * 
our Siviour's chkf ARs, and the Fel! ivals of the * 
Holy" Apoſtles be religiouſly obſerved 3 _ Thar * 
Lent, withche Viglls of great Feaſts, the Ember * 
weeks \, and all the Fridays inthe Year, be kept * 
as days of Faſting or abſtinence, and if Tome ' 
Proteſtants do not obſerve them; yer others do, + 
and are commended for ir, and you may follow ' 
the . beſt, nor the moſt :;. you will have more * 
- Hberry (by turning ro"the Engliſh Church ) as * 
to Circumſtancials, and 'greater helps as to the * 


Eſſentials of Religion : $o thar ir is upon all ac- 
counts your witlefſt and ſafeſt courſe ro embrace 
this ſo True, ſo Primitive, ſo Plons, and (o 
Rational a R-ligion. Ler me therefore ſhur 
up my Charitablexnd Fiimndly Advice by Re« 
queſting you..to coofider all theſe things with-' 


our-- 
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== Advice to the Roman ' 
gejatice or paſſion, and then I hope you 
W perceive how much -the Rellglon of this 
mrehexcells that of Rome, lo Antiquity. In-  * 1 
priry and Uſefulneſs , and no lovger ſuffer Þ * 


ves to be- (o ſadly Impoſecd on, and (© 

made to ſerve the ends of Avarice ” 
Snbition : And if you have raken ſuch pru- 1F 
and _- Reſolutions, you ſhall not only: 
be freed from the inpconveplences you complain 
 ofhere, but alſo have.;berter aſſurances of your ' 
_ STivation hereafter, thanthe Roman, Church can 
"wbve you ; For there ' you have only the words 
"of their Priefts for It, whoſe lotereft, and whoſe ' 
Rice Ir hdth been fo Qeceive you ; But here * 
* you thall have al}ithe aſſurances which the Word 
| of Gad can glye'you, provided on become Re- + 
| formed In your Lives as well.as in your-Religion, + 
"and will leave, off + your -old Vices,: as well, as - 
2 _— old Opibiobs; : For nnleſs we can per- - 

” ſwade you to become Profclyrtes of Righreoul- 
- neſs, we ſhill nor- much value: the gaining you ' 
" Dyer to our Profelſion ; becauſe we know tt is + 
” Hheither the being Papiſt nor Proteſianc will fave 
> thoſe that live - in their fins 3 But chis Religion 
* þs the better chiefly In this, that Ir is moſt likely 
* to bring you ro unfeigned Repenrance, and the 
” prafiice of real Holineſs, And if you. d«fire fary 
- ther Information in theſe Particulars, let me 
” adviſe you to conſult the late Eminent Prot - 
- ſlant Writers, rogether with ſome of the moſt 
able and ingenious of the Engliſh Clergy, whom _ 
© you will ficd very willlpg and ready co give you | 
- more full ſarthsfa&tion, and ro be men that have 
no deſigns upan you, but ro direR you In bo 
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Catholicks of England. > | 
beſt way to Heaven: And doubtleſs, if 1 you - 


on 


4 would but -try the diffcrence awhile, alirtle. © 
experience - would teach you, how hap 
| advantageous a change he "ng who wy Prod , 
| the Religion of Rome, and embraces the Com- © 
- munion of the Church of England 2 


